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The Mustard Seed

The Last Supper
If we sit for a moment and try to conjure up an image of the last supper that Jesus shared with his disciples
in the upper room on Maundy Thursday, many of us would place our image in the context of Leonardo
DaVinci's famous painting of the event. To the best of my knowledge, DaVinci was not there; he created it
from his imagining of it. We do the same thing. What we've read in scripture form a basic backdrop of the
time and place and provides the narrative detail. It is what we have sung about in the words of hymns. The
sounds we've experienced dining together with close friends, laughter, conversation, the sounds of dishes
and cutlery, and the aroma of the meal all come together to create a rich image in our mind.
Then we add our own details that are hard to describe in words; a feeling of love for the family and close
friends around us, peaceful contentment of a perfect moment in time. For each of us, that may be what the
last supper was like. Then, the new commandment from Jesus' lips, 'Love one another as I have loved you,'
and finally, Jesus stunning his disciples by telling them that he was on the verge of being betrayed by one
of them. One of their close friends. It is how we understand the Maundy Thursday meal.
But what if the image were different like this one
by John Swanson. In it, we see a scene in which
the sacred embraces the ordinary. Our daily
bread becomes holy when it is shared. The fruit
of our labour becomes the fruit of the Spirit. At a
round table, there is no hierarchy. It is a
welcoming table where Jesus is both host and
companion. We are all participating in this
supper. It is the table where we come to know
and love each other in the breaking of bread,
and realize we are not alone anymore. We see
the ordinary in the stars and perhaps the moon's
glow behind Jesus' head. The world and
everyday living become holy in this image.
Bread and wine are present on the table, but
The Last Supper (2005) John Swanson
Swanson's version of the Last Supper is not so
much about sacred ritual as it is about the bonds that form when we share a common meal. Judas the
Betrayer has not been singled out here by his money bag, grasping hand, red hair, or black halo as in
traditional studies of the Last Supper. Nor is there a social "pecking order" with a favoured few getting the
best seats. The group is gathered at a round table. We can recognize Christ by his halo, but he is both host
and dinner companion. Swanson presents a vision of the community formed whenever bread is broken with
others. We learn that we can find Christ with us in family meals, soup kitchens and even student pizza

The Mustard Seed

2

parties. Thinking about the last supper in the context of this image can change our understanding of the
Holy One and the love shown to the world. ~ Iain Morrison

Notes from Council
Speak Up
It is important for us to know the issues that are concerning you. You know the old saying, “You can please
some of the people all of the time, you can please all of the people some of the time, but you can’t please
all of the people all of the time.” John Lydgate had it right, except he forgot to add: “But it can’t hurt to try”.
At Council we hear about people who are unhappy with certain aspects of church life, but it is second or
third hand, and it is very hard to address issues that are getting muddied in the rumor mill. It is much easier
to answer specific concerns. We are sorry if you feel you are not being heard, as every voice matters. We
honestly want to know how you feel to help guide our decision making.
Please forward any issues, concerns, or ideas you have to Laurel Del Genio, Acting Secretary at
laurel40del@gmail.com. For that matter, you can communicate with any member of Council, but we would
prefer it in writing so it can be read at Council without leaving room for interpretation. When you voice a
concern know that it will be treated in a confidential manner, and we will make sure you get a response.
Please let us know what you are thinking. Together we can make things better!
Safety Guidelines
St. Pauls’ Council passed a motion requiring proof of vaccination, masking and physical distancing at all
St. Paul’s services and activities for the foreseeable future. Please be prepared to show proof of vaccination
if you have not already done so at a previous time. If you are ill, we ask that you do not attend in person.
We want everyone attending to feel safe.
Sunday Worship: We will continue to meet in Sanderson Hall for Sunday services at 10 a.m., or you can
watch the service online via Zoom.
Please note: The Good Friday service will only be via Zoom at 11 a.m.
You must pre-register to attend service. Please contact Glenn Harewood at 905-453-3737 or via email at
h45366@gmail.com before 12 noon each Thursday prior to Sunday. We will be limiting in person
attendance to 50 people. Masks will remain mandatory; proof of vaccination must be shown at the door,
and social distancing will still be in effect. Walk-ins will not be allowed at this time.
Children are welcome to stay and listen to the service until Sunday School resumes.
We will not be hosting a Coffee Hour until further notice.
If you have any questions, please contact Laurel Del Genio at 905-451-5647 or via email at
laurel40del@gmail.com.
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”
~ John 15:13 ~

The Mustard Seed

3

Living out our Ministry in Downtown Brampton
St. Paul’s Music Program
Calling all choir members past, present and potential
It’s been a long time but finally Senior Choir practices will resume starting April 14th at 7:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary. Due to its high ceilings and ventilation it’s the safest place for us to sing. We won’t be practicing
each week because the sanctuary is not always available. We will be singing in the worship service on
Easter Sunday in Sanderson Hall and will practice again on Thursday April 28. Singing and music are gifts
of the spirit that open God more fully to us. Please join us, bring a friend, and enjoy making music and the
fellowship with others. ~ Iain
A Musical Gathering of the Faithful
Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. (biweekly) in the Sanctuary
It is with great excitement that the music program at St. Paul’s is moving forward with a new initiative. There
will be an opportunity for us, as a congregation, to gather in our Sanctuary and sing old familiar hymns from
Voices United and new songs of faith together with Emmaus Road, and to reflect on the words. Watch for
program and future dates in the Mustard Seed. For more information, contact Iain Morrison at
stpaulsmusic@rogers.com.
Macy’s On Main
Our ‘Lent a Hand for Ukraine’ Easter sale brought in $1,655. Of that, $1,125 will be forwarded to Gifts with
Vision, UCC for the Ukrainian relief effort, and $530 will be added to the organ repair fund. Thank you to
everyone for your generosity and support. As an aside, I made 75 dozen decorated Easter cookies but was
only able to sell 74 boxes as Mike and I were forced to eat the failures. ~ Fran
Editor’s Note: Fran, thank you for all your hard work to help support the greater world community and
St. Paul’s. I’m sure you could get some volunteers to help make cookies if they get to eat the failures!
However, if you were able to sell 74 out of 75 dozen, I think you got it down to a science!!
The U.C.W. stands for the United Church Women. All St. Paul`s women are automatically members of the
U.C.W. and are always welcome to join in any activity or meetings that are held. The U.C.W. is under the
umbrella of Shining Waters Regional Council and is one of the more active church groups. Recently we had
our planning meeting so watch for more information as it unfolds. If you would like to know more about the
U.C.W., please contact Cathy Robertson at crober1032@rogers.com.
The Period Purse
It was a great morning with Period Purse on Saturday, April 9th. A group of volunteers packed 180 individual
period packs to be delivered to local shelters.
Thank you to everyone who supported this great cause!
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”
~ John 15:13 ~
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What’s Happening in our Church Community
Easter Worship Services
Good Friday – April 15 at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom
Rev. Phil Rodgers leading worship
Theme: Sacrifice
Lectionary Lessons of the Day: Isaiah 52:13-53 and John 18:1-19
Easter Sunday - April 17 at 10:00 a.m. in person or via Zoom
Rev. Phil Rodgers leading worship
Theme: Victory
Lectionary Lessons of the Day: Acts 10:34-43 and Luke 24:1-12
The Church office will be closed Easter Monday
Musical Gathering of the Faithful in the Sanctuary
Tonight Wednesday, April 13 at 7 p.m.
Musical reflection of Holy Week. A contemplative evening of singing hymns and Lenten themed
music with guest Evan Morrison – violin.
Proof of vaccination required. Masking and physical
distancing in effect.
Choir Practice
Thursday, April 14 & 28 at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary
Did you know? The word ‘sing’ appears in the Bible over 400 times and at least 50 are
commands!
“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord all the earth.” Psalm 96:1 (NIV)

Flower Fundraiser ~ Only 2 more weeks before the order deadline April 27th
There’s no time like the present to start planning your summer gardens or balcony beautification! These
potted flowers make beautiful container gardens or a floral centerpiece on a table by removing the hangers
from the pots!! We are offering hanging floral baskets for sale at a cost of $25 each or two for $45. All pots
are 10”. Geraniums come in three colours: red, lavender and coral/dark pink. The mixed pots cannot be
preselected. The greenhouse will deliver whatever is growing well this time of year.
Orders must be sent to Elizabeth Ward no later than April 27th for pick up at St. Paul's on May 27th & 28th.
Contact information for Elizabeth is elizward79@gmail.com.

“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”
~ John 15:13 ~
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Upcoming Events – Mark Your Calendar
Musical Gathering of the Faithful - Wednesday, April 27 at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Uplifting contemporary Christian music with our house band, Emmaus Road:
Paul Llew-Williams – guitar and vocals; Dave Maynard – bass and vocals;
Evan Morrison – violin; Tom DeSaegher – drums; lain Morrison - piano and vocals
Brampton Folk Club - Friday, April 29 at 7:30 p.m.
Harmonizing Duo Gathering Sparks
Concert in the St. Paul’s Sanctuary
All tickets $20 and are available at the door or through reservations.
For more information or reservations, call 647-233-3655 or email at info@bramptonfolk.ca.
U.C.W. Meeting – Tuesday, May 3 at 2 p.m. in the Four Seasons Room
The U.C.W. is sponsoring a talk by Barb Riddell who belongs to an organization called “Forever Loved
Angel Gowns”. The group makes clothing for premature babies. All women and men are welcome to attend
this interesting event. Come early at 1:30 p.m. to enjoy tea and dessert!
Stay tuned for other interesting speakers and topics.
For more information, contact Cathy Robertson at crober1032@rogerscom or Fran Smith at
fran.mike.smith@rogers.com.
The Church Lawn Sales will start on Saturday June 11th to coincide with the planned opening of the
Brampton Farmers Market. The location of the lawn sales will depend on the water works construction in
front of the church. We will have items from Macy`s on Main, Marion’s Jams and Jellies, and Books &
Treasures for sale. We will need volunteers to help set up, with sales, and with clean-up after the sale. It is
a wonderful opportunity for us to be visible in the Brampton community. Updates will be provided in future
editions of The Mustard Seed.

News from the Pews
Our sincerest apologies to Stew Cornell for not including his actual birth date in his Birthday greeting. There
was a big problem. At the time of publishing, we had been given three different dates in April and nobody
could confirm which one was correct. It remains a mystery, but if anyone deserves three birthdays, Stew, it
would be you. Three times the cards; three times the cake, and three times the love! Happy, happy, happy
birthday and may God richly bless you.
Birthday greetings to Jack Drew who will be celebrating his 72nd birthday on April 17th. Jack, we hope you
have a wonderful day and that you get a whole container of ice cream to yourself! Many blessings for the
year ahead.
A note from Marion Russell:
Many thanks for the box of mason jars left on my porch on April 4th. Marg Besley’s cupboard had one jar
labelled “rhubarb 2009”, so hopefully there will be more jars when you do your spring cleaning! Jars can be
dropped off at the Church or you can contact Marion to arrange for a drop off at her house.

“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”
~ John 15:13 ~
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Story Gallery
From his birth in Bethlehem to his death and eventual resurrection, the life of Jesus has been called The
Greatest Story Ever Told. The following is a narrative of the events of Holy Week, following the steps of
Jesus from Palm Sunday through Resurrection Sunday. This week, may we remember the greatest story of
sacrifice and act of love freely given to humankind.
On the day after the Sabbath, Jesus began his trip to Jerusalem, knowing full well what lay ahead. Nearing
the village of Bethphage, he sent two of his disciples ahead, telling them to look for a donkey and its
unbroken colt and bring them to him. Then Jesus sat on the young donkey and slowly, humbly, made
his triumphal entry into Jerusalem.
After witnessing many miracles and listening to his teaching, many people believed that Jesus was the Son
of God and put their faith in him. So there were crowds of people who welcomed him by waving palm
branches in the air and shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!"
Jesus and his disciples spent that night in Bethany. This is where Lazarus, and his two sisters, Mary and
Martha lived. They were close friends of Jesus and hosted him and his disciples during their final days in
Jerusalem.
The following morning, Jesus returned to Jerusalem with his disciples to celebrate the feast of the
Passover, but they found the sacred city of God overflowing with thousands of pilgrims from all parts of the
world. Entering the temple, Jesus found the courts full of corrupt money changers along with merchants
who were selling animals for sacrifice. Pilgrims carried coins from their hometowns most bearing the
images of Roman emperors or Greek gods, which temple authorities considered idolatrous. Jesus was so
filled with anger at the desecration of the holy place that he took some cords and wove them into a small
whip. He ran about knocking over the tables of the money changers, spilling coins on the ground. He drove
the exchangers out of the area, along with the men selling doves and animals, and would not allow anyone
to carry merchandise through the temple court. As he cleansed the temple of greed and profit, Jesus said,
“My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations, but you have turned it into a den of thieves."
Every day Jesus was teaching at the temple and people would come early in the morning to hear him. The
blind and the lame came to him, and he healed them. But the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the
leaders among the people feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. The chief
priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin, the rabbinical court of ancient Israel. “What
are we accomplishing?”, they asked. “Here is this man performing many miraculous signs. If we let him go
on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our place and
our nation.” Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them
how he might betray Jesus. They were delighted and agreed to give him money. Then Judas watched for
an opportunity to hand Jesus over when no crowd was present.
It was the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. The disciples came
to Jesus and asked, “Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” He replied,
“Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘My Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I may eat
the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large upper room, furnished and ready. Make
preparations for us there.” The disciples left, went into the city, and found things just as Jesus had told
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”
~ John 15:13 ~
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them. When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. As the meal was being served, Jesus got up and
removed his outer clothing and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin
and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. Walking in
sandals on the dusty roads of Israel, made it imperative that feet be washed before a communal meal,
especially since people reclined at a low table and feet were very much in evidence. When Jesus rose from
the table and began to wash the feet of the disciples, they were taken aback as he was doing the work of
the lowliest of servants. When he was finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his
place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?”, he asked them. He then instructed his disciples: “If I
then, your Lord and Techer, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have
given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.”
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, and broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying,
“Take and eat; this is my body.” Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and offered it to them saying, “Drink
from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” When
they had sung a hymn, Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives and his disciples followed him to a
place called Gethsemane. Jesus withdrew a short distance away to pray. “Father, if you are willing, take
this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” An angel appeared to him and strengthened him. And
being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.
When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep. “Why are you sleeping?”,
he asked them. “Get up and pray so you will not fall into temptation.” While he was still speaking, a crowd
came up and Judas was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked, “Judas, are you
betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” Then Jesus was arrested by the Sanhedrin and led away. He was
taken to the home of Caiaphas, the High Priest, where the whole council had gathered to begin making
their case against Jesus. In the early morning hours, as Jesus' trial was getting underway, Peter denied
knowing his Master three times before the rooster crowed just as Jesus had warned, and Judas Iscariot
was overcome with remorse and hanged himself.
Jesus quietly endured the shame of false accusations, condemnation, mockery, beatings, and
abandonment. After multiple unlawful trials, he was sentenced to death by crucifixion, one of the most brutal
and shameful methods of execution. Before he was led away, soldiers spit on him, tormented and mocked
him, and pierced his head with a crown of thorns. Then Jesus carried his own cross to Golgotha, known as
the place of the Skull where, again, he was mocked and insulted as Roman soldiers nailed him to the
wooden cross. They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ, the chosen one of God.”
But Jesus said, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they are doing.”
It was about the sixth hour and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped
shining. Jesus called out, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed
his last.
The body had to be prepared according to Jewish burial custom and the Sabbath was about to
begin. Joseph of Arimathea, accompanied by Nicodemus, took Jesus' body down from the cross.
Nicodemus, like Joseph was a member of the Sanhedrin, the court that had condemned Jesus to death.
For a time, both men had lived as secret followers of Jesus, afraid to make a public profession of faith
because of their prominent positions in the Jewish community. Similarly, both were deeply affected by
Jesus’ death. They boldly came out of hiding, risking their reputations and their lives because they had
come to realize that Jesus was, indeed, the long-awaited Messiah. Together they cared for Jesus' body and
prepared it for burial by wrapping his body with spices in long sheets of linen cloth and lay his body in a
tomb. The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”
~ John 15:13 ~
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body was laid in it. Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the
Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.
The Roman soldiers rolled a heavy stone in front of the tomb and guarded it to prevent Jesus’s followers
from stealing his body.
When the Sabbath was over, very early on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James and Salome brought spices so they could anoint Jesus’ body. But when they got to the tomb, they
discovered that the large stone covering the entrance had been rolled away. An angel announced:
"Don't be afraid! I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He isn't here! He is risen from the
dead, just as he said would happen."
On the day of his resurrection, Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalen as she stood weeping at the tomb.
He then appeared to Peter, the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, and later that evening to all of the
disciples, except Thomas, while they were gathered in a house for prayer. Jesus said to them, “Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, I am sending you. I am with you always, to the very end of age.”
Reference: Fairchild, Mary. "Holy Week Timeline: From Palm Sunday to the Resurrection." Learn Religions, Aug. 28,
2020, learnreligions.com/holy-week-timeline-700618.
All biblical references, story lines and quotations are taken from the New International Version. The narrative was
compiled using all four gospels.

We Can’t Do It Without You
Thank you to the following people who took part in last Sunday’s worship service:
Liturgist and Preacher: Rev. Phil Rodgers
Music Director: Iain Morrison
Congregational Leader: David Hymers
Scripture Reader: Glenn Harewood
Special Music: Beverly Ramnarine
Technical Team: Natalia Ramnarine, Philip Chu, David Maynard and Jack Drew
Reopening Coordinator: Laurel Del Genio
Office Administrator: Elizabeth Sarginson
Church Officer: Shawn Stewart
It was an uplifting service. Those of us who were able to attend in person were blessed being in fellowship
with one another. For those of you could not attend in person, thank you for connecting via Zoom. We are
all part of the St. Paul’s family, gathering in a way that is safe and comfortable for each of us.
“For where two or three gather in my name, there I am with them.” Matthew 18:20 (NIV)
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