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The Mustard Seed

Spring Is in the Air
" The day that the Lord created hope is probably the same day He created Spring. "
~ Bernard Williams

“Every Spring, God teaches us to hope by what we see in nature around us. Grey, silent mornings are
replaced by bright days filled with the chirping of birds. A few months earlier, dead leaves fell off trees and
the landscape looked brown and barren; now a canopy of green begins to grow, and from dead seeds,
flowers sprout and blossom. Spring is the time of year when it feels like everything in the natural world is
coming back to life. God is reminding us that the hope of new life cannot be cancelled. On that Spring
morning of ancient history when Easter was born, God did something extra special, to give us eternal
hope.” ~ Matthew Cain
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Hope is tied together with faith. We cannot have hope unless we have faith in something greater than
ourselves. Maybe the wake-up call that we are all experiencing right now from the coronavirus will make our
world a more loving place, and the pain and suffering around the world will teach us compassion. Can we
have faith that things will get better?
Spring is a time of new beginnings and fresh starts, of rejuvenation and resurrection. Hope has not been
cancelled.
“Oh! May the God of hope fill you up with joy, fill you up with peace, so that your believing lives,
filled with the life-giving energy of the Holy Spirit, will brim over with hope.”
~ Romans 15:13 (The Message)
Thank you, Lynda for sharing your beautiful watercolor with us. You captured the essence of Spring and
Hope exquisitely!

Notes From Council
Summary of Council Minutes
St. Paul’s Council Meeting was held April 12, 2022, at 7 PM via Zoom. The following people were present:
Rev Wayne Beamer, Laurel Del Genio, Elizabeth Ward, Doug Bryden, Molly Ramnarine, Cathy Robertson,
Jane McMullan, Sharon Morrison, Larry Palmer, Kyle Burnham, Judy Daniel, and Mary Sarginson, Chair.
Since the Bylaws have been suspended by the United Church during the Coronavirus pandemic, Council
was able to vote independent of a congregational meeting and approved Sharon Morrison as a new Council
member. She will chair the Communication Ministry. Jane McMullan is representing Worship Ministry as the
temporary chair.
Larry Palmer gave a report on the exit interview held with Rev. Lena Medeiros and the Transition Team. It
was determined that, to some extent, the problem was that we had no M &P Ministry to investigate the
allegations and give her support. Shining Waters has asked St. Paul’s to pause any investigation until
Shining Waters has completed their report.
Elizabeth Ward presented the Financial Report. The General Account has minus $23,867 as of the end of
March and Elizabeth pointed out that this is not sustainable. A general discussion ensued regarding our
financial situation, the use of the Sanctuary and other rooms. It was decided that we would have a
Congregational Information Meeting as soon as possible to give the congregation up to date information
regarding our finances and our rentals, and to answer questions that are surfacing.
Mary advised that there would be a Stewardship Campaign during the month of May 2022. Details are still
being worked out.
“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul,
and sings the tune without the words,
and never stops at all.”
~ Emily Dickinson ~
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Council voted to waive the 90-day requirement and terminate the contract between Rev. Wayne Beamer
and St. Paul’s as of April 30, 2022.
Rev. Phil Rodgers will be Supply Minister for St. Paul’s for a limited period of time.
Jane McMullan reported that the Worship ministry met and were pleased with the hybrid model being
offered for Sunday services. There was discussion about returning to the Sanctuary.
Doug Bryden provided an update regarding Property. The church will not have to proceed with a $3,000
foundation study as the city has been in and taken lots of pictures to document the structure of the church
in relation to their watermain replacement on Main Street. There is concern regarding dampness in the
Harmony Room and it is suspected that the cause is either caulking of the bricks or leaking around a
window. Work will commence at Boyle House as soon as it is safe to do it.
The underground Municipal parking lot on John Street will be opened as of April 19, 2022.
For the complete Council Minutes document, please see the bulletin board inside the John Street entrance.

Speak Up
At Council we hear about people who are unhappy with certain aspects of church life, but it is second or
third hand, and it is very hard to address issues that are getting muddied in the rumor mill. It is much easier
to answer specific concerns. We are sorry if you feel you are not being heard, as every voice matters. We
honestly want to know how you feel to help guide our decision making.
To help answer some pressing questions and facilitate a discussion, there will be a Congregational
Information Meeting held on Thursday, April 28 at 6:30 p.m. in person in Sanderson Hall or via Zoom.
Watch for more details about the agenda for the meeting which will be sent out by email in the next few
days. This is a very important meeting for the St. Paul’s congregation at this time and we hope you will join
us.
Council Members:
Mary Sarginson – Chair
Laurel Del Genio – Acting Secretary, Congregational Care and Trustees
Elizabeth Ward – Finance
Doug Bryden – Property
Cathy Robertson – U.C.W.
Molly Ramnarine – Mission and Outreach
Sharon Morrison – Communications

“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul,
and sings the tune without the words,
and never stops at all.”
~ Emily Dickinson ~
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Sunday Worship
We will continue to meet in Sanderson Hall for Sunday services at 10 a.m., or you can watch the service
online via Zoom. You must pre-register to attend in person. Please contact Glenn Harewood at 905-4533737 or via email at h45366@gmail.com before 12 noon each Thursday prior to Sunday. We will be limiting
in person attendance to 50 people. Walk-ins will not be allowed at this time.
Children are welcome to stay and listen to the service until Sunday School resumes.
If you have any questions, please contact Laurel Del Genio at 905-451-5647 or via email at
laurel40del@gmail.com.
Safety Guidelines
St. Pauls’ Council passed a motion requiring proof of vaccination, masking and physical distancing at all
St. Paul’s services and activities for the foreseeable future. Please be prepared to show proof of vaccination
if you have not already done so at a previous time. If you are ill, we ask that you do not attend in person.
We want everyone attending to feel safe.

Living Out Our Ministry in Downtown Brampton
St. Paul’s Food Cupboard
We would appreciate donations of Kraft Dinner, Mr. Noodles, and canned Tuna as these are the most
appreciated items by our clients and we are running out of these supplies. Individual juice boxes would also
be helpful. Please remember the food cupboard when you are doing your grocery shopping. Your
contributions can be dropped off at the church between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. Monday to Friday or bring them
to church with you on Sunday.
The food cupboard is open every other Tuesday afternoon from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. During the pandemic we
were giving out 5 or 6 bags of food to those who came to the church in need.

“Goodness is the only investment that never fails.”
~ Henry David Thoreau

“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul,
and sings the tune without the words,
and never stops at all.”
~ Emily Dickinson ~
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What’s Happening in Our Church Community
Second Sunday of Easter - April 24 at 10 a.m. in person or via Zoom
Rev. Phil Rodgers leading worship
The Sermon: “Lord Stanley, Here We Come!”
Lectionary Lessons of the Day: John 20: 19-31 and Acts 5:27-32
Musical Gathering of the Faithful – Wednesday, April 27 at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary
An evening of uplifting contemporary Christian music with our house band, Emmaus Road:
Paul Liew-Williams – guitar and vocals
Dave Maynard – bass and vocals
Evan Morrison – violin
Tom DeSaegher – drums
Iain Morrison – piano and vocals
Book Club – Thursday, April 28 at 2 p.m. via Zoom
St. Paul’s “Lit-Circ” meets the last Thursday of the month. We began a rousing discussion of the first
two chapters of Betty Pries’ thoughtful book, ‘The Space Between Us: Conversations about Conflict
Resolution’ at our last meeting. We intend to discuss the final three chapters this month: ‘Reflections
on Selfhood,’ ‘Conflict Transformation,’ and ‘Conflict Transformation and the Practice of Self
Discipline.’
Even if you haven’t read the book, I am sure you have ideas on these topics which you could share,
so please join us.
I’d like to suggest the Canada Reads book choice for this year, ‘Five Little Indians’ by Michelle Good
for our next book. Please look up the reviews and see what you think. It’s a book that some of your
teenage young adults might enjoy reading, so you could also share it with them.
I am going into hospital for surgery April 20 and expect to be back home in a couple of days. I will
ask Elizabeth to send out an announcement by the 28th if I am unable to hostess our meeting.
~ Judy Daniel
Choir Practice - Thursday, April 28 at 7:30 p.m. is cancelled due to the Congregational Meeting.
Next scheduled practice is Thursday, May 12 at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary to prepare an anthem
for Sunday, May 15.
will meet on the last Thursday of April, at 2 p.m., April 28.

“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul,
and sings the tune without the words,
and never stops at all.”
~ Emily Dickinson ~
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Flower Fundraiser – Please support St. Paul’s by purchasing a pot, or two, or three!!
Calling all people who like pretty things! There’s no time like the present to start planning your summer
gardens or balcony beautification! If you don’t use hanging baskets, these potted flowers make beautiful
container gardens or a floral centerpiece on a table by removing the hangers from the pots! The best thing
about these flowers is that they yield much more than esthetic pleasure; they yield a profit for the church!
We are offering hanging floral baskets for sale at a cost of $25 each or two for $45. All pots are 10”.
Geraniums come in three colours: red, lavender and coral/dark pink. The mixed pots cannot be preselected.
The greenhouse will deliver whatever is growing well this time of year.
Orders must be sent to Elizabeth Ward no later than April 27th for pick up at St. Paul's on May 27th & 28th.
Contact information for Elizabeth is elizward79@gmail.com.

Upcoming Events – Mark Your Calendar
Brampton Folk Club - Friday, April 29 at 7:30 p.m.
Concert at St. Paul’s United Church in the Sanctuary
The Brampton Folk Club is proud to present the vocal duo Gathering Sparks. This harmonizing duo is the
graceful collision of Eve Goldberg and Jane Lewis—musical friends who blend tight harmonies, finely
crafted songs, and a love of participatory singing to create an intimate and uplifting experience. Their
inclusive approach embraces folk, pop, blues and gospel influences tastefully played on acoustic guitar,
piano, accordion, and ukulele. For this show, Eve and Jane will be joined by the amazing percussionist,
Cheryl Prashker.
The doors open at 7 p.m. The venue is non-smoking and wheelchair accessible, with free parking available
underground at City Hall and the underground Municipal parking lot on John Street. Proof of vaccination is
required at our concerts, and masks must be worn at all times.
All tickets $20 and are available at the door or through reservations. For more information or to reserve
tickets, please call the Folk Club hotline (647-233-3655) or email at info@bramptonfolk.ca.
U.C.W. Meeting – Tuesday, May 3 at 2 p.m.
In the Four Seasons Room
The U.C.W. is sponsoring a talk by Barb Riddell who belongs to an organization called “Forever Loved
Angel Gowns”. The group makes clothing for premature babies. All women and men are welcome to attend
this interesting event. Come early at 1:30 p.m. to enjoy tea and dessert!
Stay tuned for other interesting speakers and topics.
For more information, contact Cathy Robertson at crober1032@rogerscom or Fran Smith at
fran.mike.smith@rogers.com.
“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul,
and sings the tune without the words,
and never stops at all.”
~ Emily Dickinson ~
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The Church Lawn Sales will start on Saturday June 11th to coincide with the planned opening of the
Brampton Farmers Market. The location of the lawn sales will depend on the water works construction in
front of the church. We will have items from Macy`s on Main, Marion’s Jams and Jellies, and Books &
Treasures for sale. We will need volunteers to help set up, with sales, and with clean-up after the sale. It is
a wonderful opportunity for us to be visible in the Brampton community. Updates will be provided in future
editions of The Mustard Seed.

News From the Pews
Stew Cornell
It is with great sadness, we announce the loss of our dear friend, Stew Cornell, who passed away Saturday,
April 16, 2022, at the age of 95. Stew was a long-time member of St. Paul’s United Church and a faithful
participant in many church activities, including the senior choir.
A service will be held in memory of Stew on Saturday, April 23 at 1:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s United Church.
Visitation will be at 12:00 p.m., 1 hour prior to the service. Please remember Stew’s family in your thoughts
and prayers.
Judy Daniel
Please remember Judy in your thoughts and prayers as she undergoes surgery this week. She appreciates
the prayerful support of everyone at this time.
A note from Marion Russell:
Many thanks for the box of mason jars left on my porch on April 4th. Marg Besley’s cupboard had one jar
labelled “rhubarb 2009”, so hopefully there will be more jars when you do your spring cleaning! Jars can be
dropped off at the Church or you can contact Marion to arrange for a drop off at her house.
St. Paul’s Bookstore
Books have always been an important part of our Church lawn sales & bazaars. Joan and Willard Rintoul
have organized the book sales in the past; however, they wish to take a break in 2022. If you are interested
in taking over for this year, please contact Cathy Robertson. Joan will gladly answer any questions you may
have.
Thank you, Joan and Willard, for all of the work you have done over the years to put together successful
book sales. We have appreciated having you part of the team and hope you’ll be back after a well-deserved
break!

“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul,
and sings the tune without the words,
and never stops at all.”
~ Emily Dickinson ~
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Story Gallery
It is always a pleasure when people come forward with ideas for the Mustard Seed. And it is an equal
privilege to share a bit about those people. In this way, through Storytelling, we can have a better
understanding and insight into the different places we have all come from to call St. Paul’s our home. Lynda
and Doug Bryden have graciously agreed to tell their story:
“I think Doug and I were destined to meet. We both grew up in Toronto and graduated from Victoria
College on the same day. My father was his principal at Blythwood P.S., and we shared many mutual
friends!
On that fateful day, when we boarded the SS Corinthia, a Cunard ship heading to Scotland, we did not
know that the casual introduction from mutual friends would lead to 58 years of happy married life! We often
pinch ourselves when we realize how lucky we have been!
Doug chose a career in residential and commercial real estate as a developer. He had leadership roles in
the creation of the Eaton Centre, the Royal Bank Plaza and several buildings and homes in Canada, the
U.S., and the Caribbean.
I chose to be a teacher and loved my classes at Whitney P.S. and the one year I worked as a Junior
Consultant in the East end of Toronto.
Then Halifax called Doug and we became proud Maritimers for 5 years. There our two daughters, Airlie and
Pamela were born. We returned to Toronto and settled in Don Mills. The girls grew up with the traditional
public and high school training and then went off to university, all in what seemed to be in the blink of an
eye. In a few years we welcomed two sons in laws, Dan and Andrew, and then became the proud
grandparents of Jake, now 20 and in 2nd year University, and Alicia, nearly 16 and a high school junior, and
two sweet little 8 year old twins now in grade 4, Tess and Jamie!
Doug and I have been lifelong members of the United Church. St. Paul’s was our first choice when we
moved to Brampton 17 years ago, because we loved the lovely heritage building, recognized the dedication
of a wonderful church family and, Doug a choir member all his days, was thrilled with the music program
and that wonderful pipe organ.
The word “retirement” has never been an issue, and now that we are enjoying life in our eighties, we try not
to slow down. We love playing games! Whenever we get together with our family or friends, there is a card
or word game featured in the evening! What gets us up each day is our game of “Upwards” which we play
over breakfast! It is a three-dimensional Scrabble game, and we are highly competitive! We do keep score,
and it is amazing after all our games, we can say we are almost evenly matched!
During the pandemic, Doug has enjoyed following Canadian and U.S. politics, and loves to write articles to
friends. He continues to be active in Church and Probus and in his spare moments tackles jigsaw puzzles.
“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul,
and sings the tune without the words,
and never stops at all.”
~ Emily Dickinson ~
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I have had a lifelong interest in all kinds of art, especially Watercolour. I have taught many students of all
ages, the basic skills over 40 years, and am still teaching! I love to paint and learn about this wonderful
hobby whenever there is a free moment. In fact, I enjoy all crafts; knitting, crochet and needlepoint,
especially if there is a good movie on TV!
We feel so fortunate to be living in this wonderful country, Canada, and what sustains us are the gifts we
enjoy every day, of faith, music, good health, laughter and love of family and friends.”
Thank you to both Lynda and Doug for their faithful commitment to St. Paul’s.

We Can’t Do It Without You
Thank you to the following people who took part in last Sunday’s worship service:
Liturgist and Preacher: Rev. Phil Rodgers
Music Director: Iain Morrison
Congregational Leader (and Easter Bunny): David Hymers
Scripture Reader: Larry Palmer
Special Music: St. Paul’s Senior Choir
Technical Team: Natalia Ramnarine, Philip Chu, David Maynard and Jack Drew
Reopening Coordinator: Laurel Del Genio
Office Administrator: Elizabeth Sarginson
Church Officer: Shawn Stewart
It was an uplifting service. Those of us who were able to attend in person were blessed being in fellowship
with one another. For those of you could not attend in person, we hope you joined us via Zoom. We are all
part of the St. Paul’s family, gathering in a way that is safe and comfortable for each of us.

There are a lot of people busily engaged in the life and work of St. Paul’s. Many thanks to all of you! It is
exciting to hear about and see the fruits of our labor.
The Stewardship Campaign is just around the corner. Prayerfully consider how you might support the
church through gifts of time and money. Listen carefully on Sundays as Rev. Phil Rodgers describes the
importance of the role of Stewardship in a church community.

The Mustard Seed logo is used with permission from artist Amy Panfalone.
“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul,
and sings the tune without the words,
and never stops at all.”
~ Emily Dickinson ~

The Mustard Seed

“Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul,
and sings the tune without the words,
and never stops at all.”
~ Emily Dickinson ~

10

