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The Mustard Seed

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
‘Great is Thy faithfulness,”
O God my Father.
There is no shadow of
turning with thee.
Thou changest not,
Thy compassions they
fail not.
As Thou hast been, Thou
forever wilt be.
Summer and winter, and
springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in
their courses above,
Join with all nature in
manifold witness,
To Thy great faithfulness,
mercy, and love.
Pardon for sin and a
peace that endureth,
Thy own dear presence to
cheer and to guide.
Strength for today and
bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with
ten thousand beside!
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see.
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great us Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

~ Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960

Thomas Chisholm wrote “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” as a testament to God’s faithfulness through his very
ordinary life. Born in a log cabin in Franklin, Kentucky, Chisholm became a Christian when he was twenty-
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seven and entered the ministry when he was thirty-six, though poor health forced him to retire after just one
year. After that, Chisholm spent many years at a desk job working as a life insurance agent, but he
continued to write nearly 1,200 poems throughout his life, including several published hymns.
He wrote the poem (Great is Thy Faithfulness) in 1923. The Biblical lyrics reference Lamentations 3:22-23:
“Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. They are new
every morning; great is your faithfulness. ‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘Therefore, I hope in
Him!” He sent the words of the poem to William Runyan, who set the poem to music, and it was published
that same year by Hope Publishing Company and quickly became popular among church groups.
Chisholm explained toward the end of his life, “my income has not been large at any time due to impaired
health in the earlier years which has followed me on until now. Although, I must not fail to record here the
unfailing faithfulness of a covenant-keeping God and that He has given me many wonderful displays of His
providing care, for which I am filled with astonishing gratefulness.”
“Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow.” God remains faithful day in and day out in the largest and
smallest of circumstances.

Notes From Council
Speak Up
At Council we hear about people who are unhappy with certain aspects of church life, but it is second or
third hand, and it is very hard to address issues that are getting muddied in the rumor mill. It is much easier
to answer specific concerns. We honestly want to know how you feel to help guide our decision making.
There will be a Congregational Information Meeting held on Thursday, April 28 at 6:30 p.m. in person
in Sanderson Hall or via Zoom, to help answer some pressing questions regarding the church rentals,
specifically the Sanctuary. At that time, we will review our financial situation and facilitate a discussion
about the sources of income, or lack thereof. This is a very important meeting for the people of St. Paul’s at
this time and we hope you will join us. We need to hear from you!
Further to this meeting, we were informed last week that Rev. Neil Parker has been appointed by Regional
Council to conduct a review of St. Paul’s. An email was distributed to explain the reason for the review, the
process and how you can participate. Neil’s credentials are also included in the email. His skillset is ideally
suited to facilitate a review with the congregation at this challenging time in the life of our church, with a
degree in Conflict Resolution and a Doctor of Ministry in vocational ethics.
Everyone is encouraged to participate in this process, no matter how you are currently feeling. We have an
opportunity to talk about our experience at St. Paul’s, the good aspects, the disappointments, the hurts, the
frustrations. The more input Neil has, the better able he is to get a clear picture of our circumstances and
what has brought us to this point. Based on that, he will be able to forward an accurate account and
recommendation to Regional Council for follow up with St. Paul’s.
“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all the darkness.”
~ Desmond Tutu~
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Please take a moment to review the email and look at the options available for communicating with
Rev. Parker. You can respond in writing and/or you can book a time to speak directly to him via online chat.
St. Paul’s Council is pleased that all congregants will have an opportunity to participate in the review
process. If you have any questions, contact Mary Sarginson by email at marysarginson@hotmail.com.
Sunday Worship
We will continue to meet in Sanderson Hall for Sunday services at 10 a.m., or you can watch the service
online via Zoom. You must pre-register to attend in person. Please contact Glenn Harewood at 905-4533737 or via email at h45366@gmail.com before 12 noon each Thursday prior to Sunday. We will be limiting
in person attendance to 50 people. Walk-ins will not be allowed at this time.
Children are welcome to stay and listen to the service until Sunday School resumes.
If you have any questions, please contact Laurel Del Genio at 905-451-5647 or via email at
laurel40del@gmail.com.
Safety Guidelines
St. Pauls’ Council passed a motion requiring proof of vaccination, masking and physical distancing at all
St. Paul’s services and activities for the foreseeable future. Please be prepared to show proof of vaccination
if you have not already done so at a previous time. If you are ill, we ask that you do not attend in person.
We want everyone attending to feel safe.

Living Out Our Ministry in Downtown Brampton
St. Paul’s Food Cupboard
We would appreciate donations of Kraft Dinner, Mr. Noodles, and canned Tuna as these are the most
appreciated items by our clients and we are running out of these supplies. Individual juice boxes would also
be helpful. Please remember the food cupboard when you are doing your grocery shopping. Your
contributions can be dropped off at the church between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. Monday to Friday or bring them
to church with you on Sunday.
The food cupboard is open every other Tuesday afternoon from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
“Remember, if you ever need a helping hand, you’ll find one at the end of your arm…
As you grow older, you will discover that you have two hands.
One for helping yourself, the other for helping others.”
~Audrey Hepburn~
“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all the darkness.”
~ Desmond Tutu~
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What’s Happening in Our Church Community
Third Sunday of Easter – May 1 at 10 a.m. in person or via Zoom
Rev. Phil Rodgers leading worship
The Sermon: “And All the Kings Men”
Lectionary Lessons of the Day: Acts 9:1-6 and John 21:1-19
Tonight! Musical Gathering of the Faithful – Wednesday, April 27 at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary
An evening of uplifting contemporary Christian music with our house band, Emmaus Road:
Paul Liew-Williams – guitar and vocals
Dave Maynard – bass and vocals
Evan Morrison – violin
Tom DeSaegher – drums
Iain Morrison – piano and vocals
Book Club – Thursday, April 28 at 2 p.m. via Zoom
St. Paul’s “Lit-Circ” will meet Thursday, April 28, at 2 p.m. Since I am still recovering after surgery, I
might need someone to help facilitate the discussion. We’ll be discussing the last three chapters of
‘The Space Between Us:’ ‘Reflections of Selfhood,’ ‘Conflict Transformation,’ and ‘Conflict
Transformation and the Practice of Spiritual Disciplines.’ The last chapter is mainly about the value
of meditation, and I’m sure there are many people at St. Paul’s who would have something to add to
our discussion. Please try and join us.
~ Judy Daniel

Congregation Information Meeting – Thursday, April 28 at 6:30 p.m. in Sanderson Hall
You can attend in person or online via Zoom. An email will be sent out with the Zoom link for the
meeting. Please follow the safety guidelines in place for all in person events at St. Paul’s.
“There is no power for change greater than a community discovering what it cares about.”
~Margaret J. Wheatley~

Choir Practice - Thursday, April 28 at 7:30 p.m. is cancelled due to the Congregational Meeting.
The congregational meeting is important, and we want to make sure everyone has the opportunity to
participate, so we will cancel our choir practice. Next scheduled practice is Thursday, May 12 at
7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary to prepare an anthem for Sunday, May 15.ill meet on the last Thursday of April,
at 2 p.m., April 28.

“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all the darkness.”
~ Desmond Tutu~
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Flower Fundraiser – Deadline to order has been extended to Friday, April 29th by 12:00 noon
Please take this opportunity to order some flowers as proceeds from the sale will go to St. Paul’s. We are
offering hanging floral baskets for sale at a cost of $25 each or two for $45. All pots are 10”. Geraniums
come in three colours: red, lavender and coral/dark pink. The mixed pots cannot be preselected. The
greenhouse will deliver whatever is growing well this time of year.
Contact Elizabeth Ward at elizward79@gmail.com to place your order. You can pick up your flowers at St.
Paul's on May 27th & 28th.
Macy’s on Main is offering gifts for ladies on Sunday May 1st and 8th - perfect for Mother’s Day, birthdays,
and anniversaries. Proceeds to Ukraine and our organ repair fund. Thanks for your continuing support.
~ Fran

Upcoming Events – Mark Your Calendar
Brampton Folk Club - Friday, April 29 at 7:30 p.m.
Concert at St. Paul’s United Church in the Sanctuary
The Brampton Folk Club is proud to present the vocal duo Gathering Sparks. This harmonizing duo is the
graceful collision of Eve Goldberg and Jane Lewis—musical friends who blend tight harmonies, finely
crafted songs, and a love of participatory singing to create an intimate and uplifting experience. Their
inclusive approach embraces folk, pop, blues and gospel influences tastefully played on acoustic guitar,
piano, accordion, and ukulele. For this show, Eve and Jane will be joined by the amazing percussionist,
Cheryl Prashker.
The doors open at 7 p.m. The venue is non-smoking and wheelchair accessible, with free parking available
underground at City Hall and the underground Municipal parking lot on John Street. Proof of vaccination is
required at our concerts, and masks must be worn at all times.
All tickets $20 and are available at the door or through reservations. For more information or to reserve
tickets, please call the Folk Club hotline (647-233-3655) or email at info@bramptonfolk.ca.
U.C.W. Meeting – Tuesday, May 3 at 2 p.m.
In the Four Seasons Room
The U.C.W. is sponsoring a talk by Barb Riddell who belongs to an organization called “Forever Loved
Angel Gowns”. The group makes clothing for premature babies. All women and men are welcome to attend
this interesting event. Come early at 1:30 p.m. to enjoy tea and dessert!
Stay tuned for other interesting speakers and topics.
For more information, contact Cathy Robertson at crober1032@rogerscom or Fran Smith at
fran.mike.smith@rogers.com.
“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all the darkness.”
~ Desmond Tutu~
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The Church Lawn Sales will start on Saturday, June 11th to coincide with the planned opening of the
Brampton Farmers Market. The location of the lawn sales will depend on the water works construction in
front of the church. We will have items from Macy`s on Main, Marion’s Jams and Jellies, and Books &
Treasures for sale. We will need volunteers to help set up, with sales, and with clean-up after the sale. It is
a wonderful opportunity for us to be visible in the Brampton community.
In preparation for the lawn sales during the summer months, we will be receiving donations on
Saturday, May 14th from 10 a.m. to 12 noon in the church parking lot. The items you may bring are:
-

Books, fiction and nonfiction that are 10 years old or less and are in good condition
Treasures for our Attic treasures
Gently used kitchenware
Jewelry

Please no clothing
If you wish to donate items after May 14th, or have questions please contact Cathy Robertson at
905-454- 3965 or crober1032@rogers.com.
Also, please remember that Marion Russell needs jam jars. You can drop them off at the church or contact
Marion directly to arrange a drop off time at her house.
St. Paul’s Bookstore
Books have always been an important part of our Church lawn sales & bazaars. Joan and Willard Rintoul
have organized the book sales in the past; however, they wish to take a break in 2022. If you are interested
in taking over for this year, please contact Cathy Robertson. Joan will gladly answer any questions you may
have.
Thank you, Joan and Willard, for all of the work you have done over the years to put together successful
book sales. We have appreciated having you part of the team and hope you’ll be back after a well-deserved
break!

News From the Pews
Bev and Jack Drew celebrated their 42nd wedding anniversary on April 19th. Happy Anniversary to a special
couple. “May the sun always shine on the path you share, the moon always shine brightly in your hearts,
and the shooting stars always keep a close watch on you everywhere you go”, with blessings from your
St. Paul’s family.
Happy Birthday to Athus Pantos who celebrated his 90th birthday on April 18th. Athus was on the newsletter
committee several years ago and provided wonderful photographic memories of people and church events
to be included in the publications. Currently, Athus is active on the visitation committee for St. Paul’s.
Athus, may “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to
you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” ~ Numbers 6:24-26
“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all the darkness.”
~ Desmond Tutu~
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Judy Daniel came home Saturday after having surgery last week. She is recovering well and thanks
everyone for their prayerful support. Best wishes, Judy for a speedy recovery.

Story Gallery
What happens when you are one of the last people to leave church on Sunday? And what happens if you are
voicing your happiness about being at church and how good it feels to worship in person? It’s likely you’ll get
asked to do something! Thank you, Shirley for agreeing to write about your experience at St. Paul’s and why
coming to church is important to you and Bruce.
Here are some thoughts on why – today!! - Bruce & Shirley South attend St. Paul's United Church at 30 Main
Street South in Brampton:
We have been members of St. Paul's United Church for many years. Bruce first attended our church as a
teenager when his parents relocated to Brampton after selling their farm in Caledon in the early 1950s. Shirley
became a member immediately after she and Bruce were married.
Both of us find St. Paul's has a warm and welcoming atmosphere. Our congregation is here for one
another, whether for a friendly conversation before or after the Sunday service or if someone needs or wants
to talk about something important to him/her.
Over the years when it comes to special events our members are willing to volunteer to help, whether to sell
tickets in advance of an evening, taking tickets or welcoming folks who are attending the event, preparing
and serving food for our annual Pancake Tuesday dinner, our Fish Dinner each May, the Strawberry Supper
every June, our Christmas Bazaar & Sale in November - many fun times when members of our church
enjoy each other's company while helping to make the St. Paul’s congregational get-togethers pleasant and
successful. So many residents of Brampton, and their friends, look forward to coming to these well-attended
functions.
We have hosted many successful musical presentations: our own Emmaus Road musicians; the Toronto
Men’s Welsh Choir; famous Irish singer, John McDermott a few years ago celebrating St. Paul’s 190th
anniversary, and the list goes on!
Now, with COVID hopefully on the decline, we are so happy to be able to return to our 10:00 a.m.
Sunday morning church service, hopefully to plan many of our get-togethers once more! We are again in
personal contact with members of our congregation! The virtual services have been, and still are very
successfully attended but it's delightful to be able to say HELLO in person to our friendly and welcoming
church members who greet us as we arrive in Sanderson Hall. We look very forward to when we can attend
services in our sanctuary once again, but it’s the members of St. Paul’s who make us feel we’re glad to be
together. The location of the service is less important than the folks who are here.
And speaking of our sanctuary, this coming Wednesday evening, April 27th at 7:00 p.m. everyone is invited
to attend a Musical Gathering of the Faithful featuring our house band, Emmaus Road. See you there!

“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all the darkness.”
~ Desmond Tutu~
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We Can’t Do It Without You
Thank you to the following people who took part in last Sunday’s worship service:
Liturgist and Preacher: Rev. Phil Rodgers
Music Director: Iain Morrison
Congregational Leader: David Hymers
Technical Team: Natalia Ramnarine, Philip Chu, David Maynard and Jack Drew
Reopening Coordinator: Laurel Del Genio
Office Administrator: Elizabeth Sarginson
Church Officer: Shawn Stewart
There was no mention of it, but Rev. Phil had us laughing with his clever quips about sports and a certain
sports commentator who touched a nerve. Last Sunday was Holy Humor Sunday. It’s an old Easter custom
started by the early Greek Christians – “Bright Sunday” celebrations on the Sunday after Easter. For
centuries, all Christian faith traditions, the week following Easter Sunday was observed by the faithful as
days of joy and laughter with parties and picnics to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. Today, many churches
have brought back the old tradition, and St. Paul’s was no exception (whether intentional or not!). It was a
joyous time to be together; to laugh, to sing, to see one another. Folks, there are 25 empty seats waiting to
be filled. Come and join us on Sunday morning and feel the warmth of being together to worship.

The Mustard Seed logo is used with permission from artist Amy Panfalone.
“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all the darkness.”
~ Desmond Tutu~

