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The Mustard Seed

“Tell Me the Old, Old Story”
Remember that Hymn? Or “Tell Me the Story of Jesus”? You might have even started humming the tune
when you saw the words, or memories from an experience of singing them in church came to mind.
Rev. John Morris liked to select these good old gospel hymns from time to time, and sometimes he would
stand up beside the organ and ‘conduct’ Iain to play them at the tempo he wanted. Only John could get
away with that!
Elaine McShane recently brought a group to my attention: The Network of Biblical Storytellers (NBS)
Canada. Although I had never heard of them before, the organizer, Linnea Good is well-known in United
Church circles. She is an award-winning Christian singer-songwriter who has produced 10 albums over the
years. Her music is part of our repertoire at St. Paul’s. “How Then Shall I Live”, “Living in the Light” and
“Hope is a Candle” are some of our favourites. But Linnea has another gift and that is reciting Bible stories.
She calls it By Heart Ministries and uses this gift to enliven faith through storytelling. She was a guest
during one of Norval United Church’s virtual services, patched in from British Columbia where she lives.
She recited the Biblical story of Sarah and Abraham (instead of the passage being read). The story came to
life and left the listener with a deeper understanding of the lived experience of the people.
NBC Canada is hosting an online Festival of Biblical Telling. One of the keynote speakers is Rev. Bev
Brazier. She is the minister at Whitehorse United Church in the Yukon Territories. She says, “People are
hungry for hope, desperate for community, and long for an honest engagement of deep-down things. Byheart biblical telling opens us up to all those things”. She believes that text told “by the heart from the heart”
is very important in today’s communications. The Word was composed when most people were not literate,
and stories were meant to be heard in community. The art and practice of storytelling has been present in
all cultures over the span of time; stories passed down from generation to generation by word of mouth. In a
way, biblical storytelling is returning to those roots.
Stories matter. Your story matters. Our story matters. The Bible stories of old matter. So let us engage with
each other and tell our stories.
For more information about the online Festival of Telling 2022, April 22-24, go to www.nbscanada.org.
If you would like to listen to Linnea, tell stories from scripture, go to https://www.linneagood.com and select
Biblical Telling Videos. Believe me, it will be worth your time!
Blessings,
Sharon
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Notes from Council
Although this note was in the previous newsletter, Council felt it was important to post again in case anyone
missed it.
The Communities of Faith Commission met on March 16 to review the resignation of Rev. Lena
Medeiros and to determine the best way for St. Paul's to proceed with our ministry. We have received a
reply from Diane Matheson-Jimenez, summarized below. Currently, this is all the information that we have:
“Back in September 2021, as per the report of the listening team, which was adopted by the Communities
of Faith Commission, it was decided that ideally, St. Paul’s would work with an Intentional Interim Minister
(IIM) for 18 to 24 months. When the Communities of Faith Commission weighed the concerns that were
raised, around a mandated time of interim ministry that ended after only 3 months, the Commission
members determined the best way to help St. Paul’s, Brampton was through a formal review process.
Shining Waters Regional Council is currently consulting with the General Council Office to have someone
named to conduct the review. This will be a person with identified skills and education for this kind of work.
Once a reviewer is in place, they will reach out to St. Paul's governing body, to establish what the review
process will look like. You can expect that the process will include small group and one on one interviews,
as well as the option for members of St. Paul’s to submit feedback in writing. When the reviewer has
completed the time of information gathering, they will send a report with recommendations to the Regional
Council. These recommendations will reflect remedial actions that the Regional Council may mandate St.
Paul’s to engage with. At the same time the Regional Council receives the report, a copy will also be sent to
the governing body of St. Paul’s and the Board will have the opportunity to speak with a review committee,
appointed by the Region, about the recommendations found in the report."
Sunday Worship: We will continue to meet in Sanderson Hall for Sunday services at 10 a.m., or you can
watch the service online via Zoom.
You must pre-register each week to attend service. Please contact Glenn Harewood at 905-453-3737 or via
email at h45366@gmail.com before 12 noon each Thursday prior to Sunday. We will be limiting in person
attendance to 50 people. Masks will remain mandatory; proof of vaccination must be shown at the door,
and social distancing will still be in effect. Walk-ins will not be allowed at this time.
Children are welcome to stay and listen to the service until Sunday School resumes.
We will not be hosting a Coffee Hour until further notice.
If you have any questions, please contact Laurel Del Genio at 905-451-5647 or via email at
laurel40del@gmail.com. Looking forward to seeing you there!
Caring & Sharing tax receipts: The congregation was very generous in their donations to the Caring &
Sharing program in 2021. The donations were divided evenly between the Region of Peel Holiday Wishes
and The Boys & Girls Club Food Hamper programs in Brampton. The donors to the Holiday Wishes
program received their tax receipts in early February. The donors to the Boys & Girls club should receive
their tax receipts this week. This delay is unfortunate. Thank you for your support!
“God is still writing your story. Quit trying to steal the pen.”
~Toby Mac~
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Living out our Ministry in Downtown Brampton
St. Paul’s Music Program
Calling all choir members past, present and potential
It’s been a long time but finally Senior Choir Practices will resume starting April 14th at 7:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary. Due to its high ceilings and ventilation it’s the safest place for us to sing. We won’t be practicing
each week because the sanctuary is not always available. We will be singing in the worship service on
Easter Sunday in Sanderson Hall and will practice again on Thursday April 28. Singing and music are gifts
of the spirit that open God more fully to us. Please join us, bring a friend, and enjoy making music and the
fellowship with others. ~ Iain
A Musical Gathering of the Faithful
Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. (biweekly) in the Sanctuary
It is with great excitement that the music program at St. Paul’s is moving forward with a new initiative. There
will be an opportunity for us, as a congregation, to gather in our Sanctuary and sing old familiar hymns from
Voices United and new songs of faith together with Emmaus Road, and to reflect on the words. There will
also be special musical guests from time to time.
Many of us have missed the opportunity to be together and we have especially missed the beauty of our
sanctuary. The reality is that Harvest Worship rents our sanctuary for Sunday worship and that provides a
sizable income for our church. However, Council will work with them to make the space available for our
use on a biweekly basis.
Now that many restrictions are being lifted, we will endeavour to keep everyone safe by asking each person
attending to hand sanitize and wear a mask. There is ample room for physical distancing, so bring a friend!
For more information, contact Iain Morrison at stpaulsmusic@rogers.com
Macy’s On Main
Macy’s on Main continues its Easter sale to raise money for relief in the Ukraine and our organ repair fund.
Most items have already been sold. Thanks to everyone who supported this effort recently at the Friday
Night Folk Club. A total of $516.00* was raised for the Ukrainian relief effort.
All proceeds from the church sale will be split 50/50 between the relief and organ repair funds.
*The funds raised for Ukrainian relief are sent to Gifts with Vision UCC.
Extended!! Homemade decorated Easter cookies in the shape of bunnies, ducks, and Easter eggs. You
can order chocolate or vanilla butter cookies or a combination of both. They are $5 per box with a dozen in
each. Due to the high demand, the last day to order has been extended to Friday, April 8th with pick up on
“God is still writing your story. Quit trying to steal the pen.”
~Toby Mac~
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Monday, April 11th between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. at the church. If you would like your cookies earlier, please
call Fran to make alternate arrangements.
For more information or to place your order, contact Fran Smith at 905-450-5448 or by email at
fran.mike.smith@rogers.com
Period Purse Update
Representatives from the Period Purse are organizing a “Packing Party” that St. Paul’s is hosting on
Saturday, April 9th between 10 a.m. and 12 noon in Sanderson Hall. We will continue to collect donations up
to and including Saturday, April 9th. Volunteers from the Period Purse would welcome any additional help.
Please contact the Church Office if you are interested in volunteering.

What’s Happening in our Church Community
Sunday Worship in Sanderson Hall
Sunday, April 10 at 10:00 a.m. in person or via Zoom
Rev. Phil Rodgers leading worship
Sermon Title: “The Day the Devil Got Crossed Up!”
Lectionary Lessons of The Day: Philippians 2:5-11 and Luke 23: 35-43
Choir Practice
Thursday, April 14th & 28th at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary

Musical Gathering of the Faithful in the Sanctuary
Wednesday, April 13 at 7 p.m.
Musical reflection of Holy Week. A contemplative evening of singing hymns and Lenten themed
music with guest Evan Morrison – violin.
Wednesday, April 27 at 7 p.m.
Uplifting contemporary Christian music with our house band, Emmaus Road:
Paul Llew-Williams – guitar and vocals; Dave Maynard – bass and vocals;
Evan Morrison – violin; Tom DeSaegher – drums; lain Morrison - piano and vocals
Church Council
Meeting via Zoom on Tuesday, April 12th at 7:00 p.m.

“God is still writing your story. Quit trying to steal the pen.”
~Toby Mac~
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Flower Fundraiser ~ Order deadline April 27th
There’s no time like the present to start planning your summer gardens or balcony beautification! These
potted flowers make beautiful container gardens or a floral centerpiece on a table by removing the hangers
from the pots!! We are offering hanging floral baskets for sale at a cost of $25 each or two for $45. All pots
are 10”. Geraniums come in three colours: red, lavender and coral/dark pink. The mixed pots cannot be
preselected. The greenhouse will deliver whatever is growing well this time of year.

Orders must be sent to Elizabeth Ward no later than April 27th for pick up at St. Paul's on May 27th & 28th.
Contact information for Elizabeth is elizward79@gmail.com.
Yoga – Spring Session Registration Still Open!
Everyone is invited to
Make the MIND – BODY – SPIRIT connection
through HATHA YOGA
a class designed to help improve flexibility,
reduce stress, and increase focus in our lives
Even though the classes have already started, there is still room to join. The cost will be
pro-rated accordingly. All classes are currently being offered by Zoom until further notice.
Please be in touch with the contact person to register, or if you have any questions:

For Monday Chair Yoga from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
contact Mary Sarginson at marysarginson@hotmail.com
For Monday Yoga 7 p.m. to 8 p.m., contact Cathy Robertson at crober1032@rogers.com
For Tuesday Yoga 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., contact Chris Kentner at ckentner2@rogers.com
The program is offered by St. Paul’s United Church, Brampton
as a service to the community. Proceeds from the sessions go to the church.

“God is still writing your story. Quit trying to steal the pen.”
~Toby Mac~
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Upcoming Events – Mark Your Calendar
Brampton Folk Club - Friday, April 29 at 7:30 p.m.
Harmonizing Duo Gathering Sparks
Concert in the St. Paul’s Sanctuary
All tickets $20 and are available at the door or through reservations.
For more information or reservations, call 647-233-3655 or email at info@bramptonfolk.ca.
Strawberry Supper
A takeout Strawberry Supper is planned for Saturday, June 26th. Watch for ways you can help!

News from the Pews
Birthday wishes go to Stew Cornell who will be celebrating his 95th birthday. Happy Birthday Stew from your
St. Paul’s family.
“Birthdays are nature’s way of telling us to eat more cake.”
~ Edward Morykwas

Story Gallery
Life stories are fascinating, revealing more about the people around us and helping us understand each
other in broader and more enlightened ways. When Elaine presented the idea about Biblical storytelling, it
seemed like an appropriate time to include something about her, just as last issue, we highlighted Jack
Drew and his infamous storytelling. Elaine wrote the following:
“In the beginning, I learned the word ‘adherent’ when I discovered I was one. It meant, at that time, I
couldn’t vote on St. Paul's church policies unless I was a member. I joined in 1974.
It was one friendly woman who inspired me to choose St. Paul's, so my children could go to Sunday School.
Its historic architecture and awe-inspiring sanctuary were a bonus. One time, the words on a bookmark that
said, “Bloom where you are planted”, gave me the encouragement and reason to remain loyal to St. Paul's.
Over the years, I have belonged to the Elizabeth Unit, Bell Choir, Ministry and Personnel Committee, Bible
studies, and book clubs. I was Chair of Worship and am an occasional Scripture reader. In 2013 and 2014,
I ran a successful live Auction that raised a total of approximately $9,000.
I was married to Wayne McShane, a family physician, for 38 years. He passed away in 2005. We belonged
to the Field Botanists of Ontario, (I still do). We travelled both with them and independently, throughout
Southern Ontario. Wayne created a photographic record of a wide variety of native wildflowers, especially
orchids, in their own habitats, at their peak. To locate certain plants, we needed to visit their habitats, as
many wildflowers do not grow just anywhere. For example, the terrestrial orchid does not survive being
transplanted. It depends on the microbes in its soil to live and spread. I now think of each church

“God is still writing your story. Quit trying to steal the pen.”
~Toby Mac~
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community and denomination as a specialized and unique environment, offering its worshippers a place to
grow and flourish. We are all connected, and strong because of our diversity. We are united in Christ.
My memoirs and essays have been published in The Vancouver Sun, The Globe and Mail and the
Anthology of the Brampton Library Memoir Writer's Group, among others. I like words, in poems, books and
music...... In the Scriptures, words sometimes illuminate. I love the Scriptures. When I was in Teacher's
College, a favourite story came from 1 Kings 3:3-15, where Solomon asked for an understanding heart, to
discern what is right. It provided a perfect lesson example for me as a student teacher, and I went on to
teach children for 30 years. It remains one of my favourite stories.
God has ways of keeping me humble. Most recently, these words from a character in House of Glass, a
novel I was reading, were a reminder. ‘A wise man knows that he knows nothing.’ The Bible says
something similar. So, I continue on my way as I have always been, a life-long learner.”
Elaine is the mother of three daughters and grandmother of seven. She enjoys gardening and movies
based on true stories. Thank you, Elaine for sharing a condensed autobiography to add to our Story
Gallery.

We Can’t Do It Without You
Our first in person worship service for 2022 happened this week and it was a joyful ‘family’ reunion. Many
people were instrumental in making it happen and we thank the following:
Liturgist and Preacher: Rev. Phil Rodgers
Music Director: Iain Morrison
Congregational Leader: David Hymers
Technical Team: Natalia Ramnarine, Philip Chu, David Maynard and Jack Drew
Reopening Coordinator: Laurel Del Genio
Office Administrator: Elizabeth Sarginson
Church Officer: Shawn Stewart
The service turned out to be more ‘hybrid’ than expected but thanks to the last-minute coordinated effort of
the technical team, they patched Rev. Phil in from home. We hope and pray for his full recovery and look
forward to an in person experience next week.
“Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is to see what you believe.”
~ St. Augustine
Thank you to the team of ‘roving reporters’ who forward information for publication in the Mustard Seed.
Please try to forward submissions by Monday for inclusion in the Wednesday newsletter. However, late
submissions will be accepted if they are really good. By the way, so far, they have all been really goodJ
I think the editor just shot herself in the foot!! Please remember to get consent to publish information of a
personal nature, especially if it pertains to health issues.

“God is still writing your story. Quit trying to steal the pen.”
~Toby Mac~
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The Mustard Seed is published on a weekly basis and distributed by email. It contains updates to the
church calendar and pertinent information of an emerging nature, as well as some interesting anecdotes.
The newsletter will also contain information from Council on a regular basis. To make sure all members of
our congregation are kept informed, please share this newsletter with anyone who does not have email
access or forward their name and address to stpaulsmustardseed@rogers.com and we will add them to our
mailing list.
If you have any suggestions for The Mustard Seed newsletter, please forward your ideas or submissions to
Sharon Morrison at stpaulsmustardseed@rogers.com.

The Mustard Seed logo is used with permission from artist Amy Panfalone.
“God is still writing your story. Quit trying to steal the pen.”
~Toby Mac~

