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The Mustard Seed
“Let’s Get On With It!”
By Rev. Philip A. Rodgers

The scripture for today is a snippet of the much-longer "farewell discourse" between Jesus and his disciples on
the night of his arrest. In our reading, when Jesus explains that he is going away, he says, "I do not give to you as
the world gives." How, then, does the world give and how is it different from what Jesus is offering?
The world gives us simple beauties: the full moon on an early morning, the feeling of a sweetheart's hand in ours,
a strong cup of coffee before a day of work. But so often, the world gives trouble. The world gives disappointment.
The world gives us fleeting relationships with vulnerable people who hurt us or leave us. We live our lives trying to
give ourselves fully in relationships, only to see our families crumble, marriages threatened, and unresolved
conflicts left to fester leaving us feeling bitter and alone.
We live in a world full of sickness, famine and war. We live in a country founded on racism and white supremacy.
We see our siblings of colour consistently subjected to the violence of a system that says they are less-than we.
We live with the sense that however we try to mend this hurting world, it will never be enough, and we will not
make any difference.
The world gives us shattering trauma. The world gives us the slow ache of depression. The world gives us the
grief of seeing those we love slip away into addictions, slip away into violence, slip away into death that takes
each and every one of us, always too soon.
When Jesus tells his disciples that he is giving them peace, he knows what the next days, weeks, months, and
even millennia will look like to his followers. He knows that there will be days full of heartache and struggle and
oppression and darkness and fear. He offers peace to us not so that we can find shelter from the world. He offers
us peace that we might be able to enter even more deeply into the world--that we would have the courage to live
fully and boldly as his disciples, keeping his command to love our neighbors as ourselves. When everything
around the disciples is crumbling, Jesus has equipped us to keep our faith. "Peace I leave with you. My peace I
give you. I do not give to you as the world gives--do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid."
Jesus, on his way to the cross, says this: The world can kill you, and the world may kill you. Having lived a perfect
life of love and justice, Jesus' body was hung on a cross, because struggling for justice is dangerous, and
because love is costly. There is good reason to be afraid, but Jesus says: “Do not fear. Do not let your hearts be
troubled.”
What Jesus has given us is a deep peace that, however the world looks, we can be confident that love is stronger
than hate, that hope is more resilient than fear and despair, and that light can and will and does break through the
darkness. Brothers and sisters, we are, after all, an Easter People--we are people of the empty tomb, people of
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the resurrection. Do not be afraid. Take heart. Have courage. The peace given through the Holy Spirit allows us to
live out the final commandment Jesus gives to his disciples: to love one another as he has loved us. In the light of
the resurrection, in the peace the Holy Spirit brings, how shall we live? What does the courage of Easter people
look like? Here is some of what I have seen: I have seen a friend's mother donate her kidney to a total stranger.
I have seen grandparents step up to the exhausting work of raising children when their parents weren't able to.
I have seen schoolteachers and nurses and social workers work every day to ensure that all people have dignity.
I have seen a thousand small acts of courage--of people taking heart and choosing to have courage in the face of
fear.
We too are the disciples gathered in the upper room. We too are the disciples who live in a difficult world, holding
pain and loss and sadness. And yet, we too are the disciples at the empty tomb. We have the Holy Spirit in us and
with us. We have a Spirit that is always at our back, that is the very presence of God, as close to us as our own
breath, breathing peace and possibility into us. Even when our hearts are troubled, even when we are afraid, we
will be people of courage in this world.
So, what will we do? As Easter people, what acts of courage and faith await us? Clearly, the last three years we, I
mean St. Paul’s Church – and many others - have been held, by whom I’m not sure, in suspended animation,
immobile, isolated from one another, by Covid. We tried our best to survive as an Easter People, Spiritually,
socially and economically. And we have had some successes and failures. It has not been easy. But it’s not
enough to hold us together. Yet through it all we’re still here. However, suspended animation has its limits, and
like it is said that “all nature abhors a vacuum”, our time is up. We can’t stay where we are – and we have to get
on with it. It’s our time to come to the plate. Why? Because it’s who we are: an Easter People. We have lost
ground that needs to be reclaimed. How shall we begin to reclaim St. Paul’s?
First, by reading that recent letter sent to all St. Paul’s people re our financing and stewardship, clearly outlining
where we are and how we can all work together to improve our congregational financial base. If you read it, you
will see the challenge before us and the role we are to play.
Secondly, we need to reclaim our history and heritage in the community. In a diverse city like Brampton where
other faith communities besides Christianity are surging all around us, St. Paul’s stands as a beacon of Christian
mainline Protestantism. We were put at the crossroads of this city for a reason, and we have a responsibility to be
who we are, and we need to get on with it!
Thirdly, and finally, we need to reclaim our building, a place for our worshipping family, our Sunday School, our
organ, our meeting rooms, and our sacred space – our sanctuary.
I sense the time is right for us to set aside our grievances, our differing opinions, and step up to the plate and get
back to being the church we all know we can be. There is no money back guarantee or formula for churches
because we have never been over this territory before. It is a work “in progress”.
Still, I say in the midst of the lingering reality of Covid infections, boldly I say, maybe foolishly, do not be afraid.
Take heart. Have courage. in the name of Jesus Christ, let’s just get on with it. With Jesus as our model for
courage and faithfulness we cannot fail. Amen.
This is the printed copy of the sermon Rev. Rodgers preached on May 22, 2022, at St. Paul’s United Church.
It is a powerful and timely message for St. Paul’s, and those who were at church on Sunday were blessed to hear
it firsthand. It has been published, by request, for everyone to have a chance to “think on these things”.
“Go back?” he thought. “No good at all! Go sideways? Impossible!
Go forward? Only thing to do! On we go!” So up he got and trotted along…
~J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit~

The Mustard Seed

3

Notes From Council
There are still times available to book your appointment with Rev. Neil Parker
Rev. Neil Parker, who has been appointed by Regional Council to conduct a review of St. Paul’s, is
receiving good feedback from those who have been in contact with him. Although he has started to identify
common themes to write the report, he would welcome more response until the end of May. It is important
to all parties that this process be completed in a timely fashion so the people of St. Paul’s can move forward
with resolve.
There are different options available for initiating a conversation with Rev. Parker. You can respond in
writing at neilianparker@gmail.com or you can book a time to speak directly to him via online chat. To book
an appointment access his calendar at https://koalendar.com/e/Review. If you have any difficulty accessing
the link, Elizabeth Sarginson will be happy to assist you.

Stewardship Campaign
Hopefully by now, most of you have received your Stewardship package. Some were hand delivered to
defray the cost of mailing, and the rest were mailed. If you haven’t received your package, please contact
the Church office.
We ask that you take time to prayerfully review the material and respond by May 29th. It is very important to
hear from you since it helps us determine the future needs of the church. There will be a dedication of the
pledges people have made at the church service on Sunday, June 12th.

Faithful Stewardship helps us create the future we all imagine at St. Paul’s.

What’s Happening in Our Church Community
Tonight!! Musical Gatherings of the Faithful – Wednesday, May 25 at 7:00 p.m.
Join Emmaus Road in the Sanctuary once again for an evening of uplifting contemporary Christian music.
This will be our fourth evening in our series of Musical Gatherings of the Faithful. It’s been so great to be in
the Sanctuary singing again. And our first ever Jazz Vespers was amazing!

“It’s a Song of Praise
To the Maker”
Please join us and
bring a friend!
“Go back?” he thought. “No good at all! Go sideways? Impossible!
Go forward? Only thing to do! On we go!” So up he got and trotted along…
~J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit~
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St. Paul’s Book Club – Thursday, May 26
Lit-Circ will meet the last Thursday of the month, Thursday, May 26, between 2 and 3 p.m. We will
concentrate the first part of our discussion on the book chosen by Canada Reads, ‘Five Little Indians’ by
Michelle Good. The second part of our discussion will be about whatever you’ve been reading over the past
month, hopefully a lovely novel, non-fiction, or the Brampton Guardian.
Please come and join us to share in our discussion. ~ Judy Daniel

Sunday Worship – May 29 at 10 a.m. in person or via Zoom
Rev. Phil Rodgers leading worship
Sermon: “That We May All Be One”
Lectionary Lesson: Book of Acts 16:16-34
The Gospel of John 17:20-26
Please join us in person. It would be great to see you there!
We are continuing to meet in Sanderson Hall. Please contact Glenn Harewood to pre-register if you plan to
attend in person before 12 noon each Thursday prior to Sunday. He can be reached at 905-453-3737 or by
email at h45366@gmail.com. Children are welcome to stay and listen to the service until Sunday School
resumes.
the last Thursday of April, at 2 p.m., April 28.
Thursday of April, at 2 p.m., April 28

Upcoming Events – Mark Your Calendar.
Brampton Folk Club – Saturday, May 28 at 7:30 p.m.
The Brampton Folk Club’s Annual Showcase Concert will be held this Saturday, May 28th starting at
7:30 p.m. This year’s theme is “Music is the Cure!”. Let us lift your spirits through music, as several of your
favourite folk club performers warm up your hearts and voices with original and well-known songs and
stories, including pieces by The Beatles, Simon and Garfunkel, and John Denver.
At the concert we’ll be announcing next season’s Friday Folk Night line-up, which will commence on
September 30th. Our plan is to return to Sanderson Hall then and return to our usual format, including two
full sets, an opening act, and hopefully our famous yummy desserts.
All tickets are $20 and are available at the door or through reservations. This year’s concerts are held in the
sanctuary at St. Paul’s United Church, 30 Main St. South, across the road from Brampton City Hall, with
doors opening at 7 p.m. The venue is non-smoking and wheelchair accessible, with free parking available
underground at City Hall. Proof of vaccination is required at our concerts, and masks must be worn at all
times. Reservations can be made through the folk club hotline (647-233-3655), by email at
info@bramptonfolk.ca or through our website http://www.bramptonfolk.ca/friday_folk/reserve_tickets.html.
See you there! Glenn
“Go back?” he thought. “No good at all! Go sideways? Impossible!
Go forward? Only thing to do! On we go!” So up he got and trotted along…
~J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit~

The Mustard Seed

5

Macy’s on Main
The next sale will feature items for Father’s Day and can be purchased from Macy’s on Main at the lawn
sale on Saturday, June 11th or at church on Sunday, June 12th and 19th. ~ Fran Smith

Church Lawn Sale – Saturday, June 11 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon
(Rain date: June 25)
Our first lawn sale this year will coincide with the opening of the Brampton Farmers Market. We will have
items from Macy`s on Main, Marion’s Jams and Jellies, The St. Paul’s Bookstore and Attic Treasures for
sale. We will need volunteers to help set up, with sales, and with clean-up after the sale, specifically to help
set up and dismantle the tables.
If you wish to donate to the lawn sale, there is one last opportunity to bring your items to the church on
Friday, June 3rd from 12 noon to 2 p.m.
We would appreciate any of the following items:
-

Books, fiction and nonfiction that are 10 years old or less and are in good condition
Items for our Attic Treasures
Gently used kitchenware
Jewelry

Strawberry Supper – Saturday, June 25th
Our annual Strawberry Supper will be available by take out again this year. If you are interested in helping,
please contact Cathy Robertson. Watch for updates!

Living Out Our Ministry in Downtown Brampton
St. Paul’s Food Cupboard ~ Helping Those in Need
The food cupboard was open and operating the entire time that the church was closed during Covid thanks
to Elizabeth Sarginson, who packed the bags and gave out the food to those who came to the door. She
maintained the regular operating hours for the food cupboard - every other Tuesday from 1:30 to 3 p.m.
To keep operating, we need the support of the congregation through donations of food, namely pasta
sauce, Kraft Dinner, canned pork and beans, canned vegetables and fruit, canned tuna, and individual juice
boxes.

“Go back?” he thought. “No good at all! Go sideways? Impossible!
Go forward? Only thing to do! On we go!” So up he got and trotted along…
~J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit~
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Please remember the food cupboard when you are doing your grocery shopping. Your contributions can be
dropped off at the church between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. Monday to Friday or bring them to church with you on
Sunday.
This is part of the Mission and Outreach Ministry to help our Brampton neighbours who are in need.

News from the Pews
David Sarginson, husband of Mary and father of Elizabeth, passed away suddenly last week. Our
condolences to the whole Sarginson family. You are in our thoughts and prayers. May God’s love surround
you and give you comfort and peace in your time of loss.

Prayer of Saint Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me bring love.
Where there is offence, let me bring pardon.
Where there is discord, let me bring union.
Where there is error, let me bring truth.
Where there is doubt, let me bring faith.
Where there is despair, let me bring hope.
Where there is darkness, let me bring your light.
Where there is sadness, let me bring joy.
O Master, let me not seek as much
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love,
for it is in giving that one receives,
it is in self-forgetting that one finds,
it is in pardoning that one is pardoned,
it is in dying that one is raised to eternal life.

“Go back?” he thought. “No good at all! Go sideways? Impossible!
Go forward? Only thing to do! On we go!” So up he got and trotted along…
~J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit~
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We Can’t Do It Without You
Thank you to the following people who took part in last Sunday’s worship service:
Liturgist and Preacher: Rev. Phil Rodgers
Music Director: Iain Morrison
Congregational Leader: David Hymers
Lectionary Reader: Jane McMullan
Preparation of the Worship Space: Jack Drew
Technical Team: David Maynard, Natalia Ramnarine
Greeter: Laurel Del Genio
Church Administrator: Elizabeth Sarginson
Church Officer: Shawn Stewart

We are looking for Greeters for each Sunday morning service to
welcome folks and to take attendance. You would be expected to
arrive by 9:30 to set up. Please contact Laurel at 905-451-5647 or by
email at laurel40del@gmail.com if you are interested.

We are looking for someone to play the piano for
Sunday services during the summer, from July 3rd to
August 28th. You must have your Grade 8 piano and
be prepared to accompany the hymns. A stipend will
be available. If you are interested, please contact Iain
Morrison at stpaulsmusic@rogers.com.

The Mustard Seed is published on a weekly basis
and distributed by email. If you know of anyone
who would like to receive the newsletter by mail,
please forward their name and address to:
Elizabeth Sarginson a stpaulsoffice@on.aibn.com
or call the Church office at 905-451-1405.

If you have any suggestions for The
Mustard Seed newsletter, please
forward your ideas or submissions to
Sharon Morrison at
stpaulsmustardseed@rogers.com. It is
always a pleasure to hear from you!

The Mustard Seed logo is used with permission from artist Amy Panfalone.
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