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The Mustard Seed

Ordinary Miracles

It’s not that unusual
When everything is beautiful
It’s just another ordinary miracle today
The sky knows when it’s time to snow
Don’t need to teach a seed to grow
It’s just another ordinary miracle today

Life is like a gift they say
Wrapped up for you everyday
Open up and find a way
To give some of your own
Isn’t it remarkable?
Like every time a raindrop falls
It’s just another ordinary miracle today

Birds in winter have their fling
But always make it home by spring
It’s just another ordinary miracle today
When you wake up everyday
Please don’t throw your dreams away
Hold them close to your heart
Cause we’re all a part
Of the ordinary miracle
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Ordinary miracle
Do you want to see a miracle?
It seems so exceptional
That things just work out afterall
It’s just another ordinary miracle today
Sun comes up and shines so bright
And disappears again at night
It’s just another ordinary miracle today

When asked what his thoughts were about this song, Iain said, “There are ordinary miracles all around us.
Sometimes we forget to look for the awe of God’s spirit working in the world, like the sound of geese flying
overhead, the squishing of grass under your feet, the fragrance of lilacs in the spring air, the smile on a
child’s face, or the warm embrace of a mother.”
It’s about appreciating life. Birth and aging are as ordinary as can be, but God shows up in the ordinary.
Everything is no longer ordinary and plain, but it is awe-filled and miraculous because it comes from God.
What are your ordinary miracles?
“Ordinary Miracles” Songwriters: David Allan Stewart/Glen Ballard; Performed by Sarah McLaughlin
Photography by Bev Drew

“Just as there is no warning for childbirth, there is no preparation for the sight of a first child. There
should be a song for women to sing, or a prayer to recite. But perhaps there is none because there
are no words strong enough to name that moment.”
~Anita Diamant~
“The loveliest masterpiece of the heart of God is the love of a mother.”
~St. Therese of Lisieux~
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Notes From Council
The Review is Underway
Rev. Neil Parker, who has been appointed by Regional Council to conduct a review of St. Paul’s, has
started the dialogue with our congregation. The people who have engaged in conversation have found the
experience very positive.
Everyone is encouraged to participate in this process, no matter how you are currently feeling. We have an
opportunity to talk about our experience at St. Paul’s, the good aspects, the disappointments, the hurts, the
frustrations. The more input Neil has, the better able he is to get a clear picture of our circumstances and
what has brought us to this point. Based on that, he will be able to forward an accurate account and
recommendation to Regional Council for follow up with St. Paul’s.
There are different options available for initiating a conversation with Rev. Parker. You can respond in
writing and/or you can book a time to speak directly to him via online chat. The link to contact him is
neilianparker@gmail.com. If you have any difficulty accessing the link, Elizabeth Sarginson will be happy to
assist you.
St. Paul’s Congregational Information Meeting
An information meeting was held April 28th at 6:30 p.m. in Sanderson Hall. There were 20 people in
attendance and another 25 people participated online. Laurel Del Genio recorded notes.
Elizabeth Ward gave on update on the financial status of St. Paul’s. As of March 31st, there was a deficit in
the amount of $20, 542.00 and a year-to-date deficit of $22,325.00. The current trend is not sustainable.
Our income for the month of March was $18,236 with expenses of $38,778.00. A discussion ensued
regarding the financial crisis. Two suggestions were tabled for future consideration: 1) to establish a Go
Fund Me account to raise money for the organ repairs, and 2) to contact the City of Brampton to offer rental
space.
The next item on the agenda was regarding the return to the Sanctuary. Harvest Worship pays $850.00 per
week for the use of the Sanctuary plus additional monies for the use of other rooms during the week. They
have two services per Sunday that involves lengthy set up of their equipment. They also have a large
congregation that prevents them from using Sanderson Hall. They do not have a written contract but use
the facilities on a month-by-month basis. One suggestion was that we give them 90-day notice to vacate the
church by June 1st, so we can return to the Sanctuary in September. A further discussion suggested that we
resume Sunday School and other programming to draw people back to church. No final decision was made
regarding this discussion. However, it was noted that the current financial situation necessitates the
revenue generated from rentals. There would have to be a way to compensate for this lost revenue, which
is sizable.
The need to move forward with the Stewardship campaign promptly was evident due to our dire financial
situation. Different suggestions were made regarding the information contained in the accompanying letter
“The loveliest masterpiece of the heart of God is the love of a mother.”
~St. Therese of Lisieux~
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from requesting people to consider a 2% increase in their giving to a 5 % increase. Also, to add that this
amount would result in a suggested income increase for the church to continue to operate. All agreed that
this is a necessary request, and the letter will be revised. It is important that people understand what is
needed.
Another suggestion was to take out a loan from the United Church or the bank and try to stay solvent, and
repay the loan once we were more financially stable. The idea of amalgamating with another church in the
area was reintroduced, especially since both Grace United and St. Barts will also be without a permanent
minister as of June 2022.
It was recommended that all 3 congregations get together and use one Minister for the summer months,
possibly rotating locations and sharing the cost. Worship Committee will add this to their agenda for their
next meeting. Decision pending.
A discussion ensued regarding the vaccination policy. Apparently, some folk who are not vaccinated want
to attend church and church functions but are prevented from taking part. It was clarified that the policy
requires people to be vaccinated; it does not specify how many vaccinations. For example, if a person has
had one vaccination, they would still be considered vaccinated. No decision was made regarding changing
the policy at this time.

Living Out Our Ministry in Downtown Brampton
St. Paul’s Food Cupboard
We would appreciate donations of Kraft Dinner, Mr. Noodles, and canned Tuna as these are the most
appreciated items by our clients and we are running out of these supplies. Individual juice boxes would also
be helpful. Please remember the food cupboard when you are doing your grocery shopping. Your
contributions can be dropped off at the church between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. Monday to Friday or bring them
to church with you on Sunday.
The food cupboard is open every other Tuesday afternoon from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.

“I don’t know what it is about food your mother makes for you, especially when it’s something that
anyone can make – pancakes, meat loaf, tuna salad – but it carries a certain taste of memory.”
~Mitch Album~
“The loveliest masterpiece of the heart of God is the love of a mother.”
~St. Therese of Lisieux~
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What’s Happening in Our Church Community
Fourth Sunday of Easter (Mother’s Day) – May 8 at 10 a.m. in person or via Zoom
Rev. Phil Rodgers leading worship
The Sermon: “God Was Just Your Little Boy”
Lectionary Lessons of the Day: Psalm 23; John 10: 22-30
We are continuing to meet in Sanderson Hall. Please contact Glenn Harewood to pre-register if you plan to
attend in person before 12 noon each Thursday prior to Sunday. He can be reached at 905-453-3737 or by
email at h45366@gmail.com. Children are welcome to stay and listen to the service until Sunday School
resumes.
Council Meeting - Tuesday, May 10 at 7 p.m. online via Zoom
Musical Gatherings of the Faithful – Wednesday, May 11 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
We are fortunate to have access to a Brampton based jazz quartet, called the Sidemen, through our good
friend Paul Liew-Williams, for something new to St. Paul’s – Jazz Vespers
Vespers, from the Latin word Vespera meaning “evening” is a service at the close of the day that has its
roots in the Jewish daily hours of prayer. Vespers traditionally include singing of psalms and hymns, as well
as reading from scripture and the offering of prayers. With Jazz Vespers, we will let the music take the lead
for our reflecting and worship. You might even join in a jazzy congregational hymn! We hope you will join us
and bring a friend.
Choir Practice - Thursday, May 12th and 27th at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Please join us as we prepare anthems for Sunday services. It’s a lot of fun and all are welcome!
the last Thursday of April, at 2 p.m., April 28.

Macy’s on Main is offering gifts for ladies on Sunday May 1st and 8th - perfect for Mother’s Day, birthdays,
and anniversaries. Proceeds to Ukraine and our organ repair fund. Thanks for your continuing support.

“Motherhood is a million little moments that God weaves together
with grace, redemption, laughter, tears, and most of all love.”
~Lysa TerKeurst~
“The loveliest masterpiece of the heart of God is the love of a mother.”
~St. Therese of Lisieux~
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Upcoming Events – Mark Your Calendar.
The Church Lawn Sales will start on Saturday, June 11th to coincide with the planned opening of the
Brampton Farmers Market. The location of the lawn sales will depend on the water works construction in
front of the church. We will have items from Macy`s on Main, Marion’s Jams and Jellies, and Books &
Treasures for sale. We will need volunteers to help set up, with sales, and with clean-up after the sale.
In preparation for the lawn sales during the summer months, we will be receiving donations on
Saturday, May 14th from 10 a.m. to 12 noon in the church parking lot. The items you may bring are:
-

Books, fiction and nonfiction that are 10 years old or less and are in good condition
Treasures for our Attic treasures
Gently used kitchenware
Jewelry

Please no clothing
If you wish to donate items after May 14th, or have questions please contact Cathy Robertson at
905-454- 3965 or crober1032@rogers.com.
Also, please remember that Marion Russell needs jam jars. You can drop them off at the church or contact
Marion directly to arrange a drop off time at her house.
A big thank you to Craig McMullan who has volunteered to coordinate the book sales for the lawn sales and
Bazaar with the assistance of Joan and Willard Rintoul. If anyone is interested in helping, please contact
Craig.
St. Paul’s Jewelry Boutique
Ruth Wicks and Norma Switzer have been responsible for the Jewelry Boutique at our lawn sales and
Bazaars for several years. They are both very talented and have spent countless hours in obtaining the
jewelry, fixing, cleaning, and preparing an attractive display. We want to continue having jewelry as part of
our lawn sales and bazaar as it is very profitable, but we need help. Please contact Cathy Robertson if you
are interested. Ideally, a team of people would work together to continue this important endeavor.
Many thanks to Ruth and Norma for the work you have done in the past, and we hope you will continue to
be part of this venture.
The lawn sales during the summer months are
a wonderful opportunity for us to be visible in
the Brampton community and, at the same
time, have a good time together. You are
encouraged to participate any way you can.
Thank you to all our volunteers!

“The loveliest masterpiece of the heart of God is the love of a mother.”
~St. Therese of Lisieux~
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Story Gallery
We all have our own stories about our mothers, and memories that will live in our hearts forever. Here is a
wonderful story about a mother, and she just happened to be mine:
It was the day before our granddaughter Alina’s baptism. Jenny, her mother ran in to the house to pick up
her baptism gown and asked if Grandma was coming to the service. I said that she hadn’t been well lately,
and I thought it would be too much for her, so I had hoped she forgot and hadn’t mentioned it recently.
Jenny smiled and said, “Maybe you should let her make the choice”. After Jenny left, I thought about it.
Against my better judgement, I called my mom, but she sadly confirmed what I thought and said she didn’t
feel well enough to go. Within minutes of hanging up, she called me back and said that she wanted me to
buy Alina her first Bible. She repeated several times, “Promise me, get Alina her first Bible from me,
promise me”. I said, “I promise Mom, yes, I promise”. She closed the conversation as always telling me that
she loved me. Those were the last words I heard her speak. Later that evening, she had a massive stroke
and never regained consciousness.
The day before the baptism was a little stressful as the baptism gown that has been passed down from
generation to generation in Jenny’s family was missing. Iain and I went on a search for it in our cupboards
and found it tucked away safe and sound from when Jenny and Matt moved a year earlier. If that hadn’t
happened, Jenny wouldn’t have dropped by the house, and she wouldn’t have urged me to call my mom,
and I would have never known her last wish, and I wouldn’t have that lovely memory of “I love you”
echoed forever. As Graycie Harmon said, “My mom is a never-ending song in my heart of comfort,
happiness and being. I may sometimes forget the words, but I always remember the tune”.
The series of events that happened that day are something I like to call “God Winks”. These were all
seemingly random incidents that affected us in a positive way later in our time of grief, to remember how
much she loved her family and how important her faith was to her.
Another term I heard recently is “God’s Redirections”. Maybe it is the person you happen to meet, what
you accidentally pick up to read, the phone call from a friend just when you needed it, being in the right
place at the right time, or a million other possibilities that bring miracles into our lives. Perhaps these
seemingly random incidents are more than they appear to be. Perhaps these are the real miracles!
In case you are wondering, when Alina turned 1, she got her first Bible from and in memory of her Great
Grandma Evans.
“Time spent with Grandma feels like bouts of sunshine on my raining days.”
~Unknown~

“The loveliest masterpiece of the heart of God is the love of a mother.”
~St. Therese of Lisieux~
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We Can’t Do It Without You
Thank you to the following people who took part in last Sunday’s worship service:
Liturgist and Preacher: Rev. Phil Rodgers
Music Director: Iain Morrison
Congregational Leader: David Hymers
Lectionary Reader: Nimrod Ramnarine
Technical Team: Natalia Ramnarine, Philip Chu, David Maynard and Jack Drew
Reopening Coordinator: Laurel Del Genio
Office Administrator: Elizabeth Sarginson
Church Officer: Shawn Stewart

“Enthusiastic”, “Passionate”, “Empowering” are but a few of the words to describe the atmosphere and
message on Sunday morning in Sanderson Hall. Rev. Phil had a ‘perfect’ message for us, encouraging
St. Paul’s congregation to Rise up! We are called to be the church, and the words of the hymn he chose,
“The Church of Christ in Every Age”, were so meaningful:
The church of Christ in every age
beset by change but Spirit led,
must claim and test its heritage
and keep on rising from the dead.

Then let the servant church arise,
A caring church that longs to be
a partner in Christ’s sacrifice,
And clothed in Christ’s humility.

We have no mission but to serve
in full obedience to our Lord:
to care for all without reserve
And spread Christ’s liberating
word.

Words: Fred Pratt Green, 1969. Music: James William Elliott 1874. Words ©1971 Hope Publishing Company.
Used by permission. One license #A730517

Happy Mother’s Day
Celebrating all the wonderful women in our lives
on Sunday, May 8th

“Where there is a woman, there is magic.”
~ Ntozake Shange ~
Photo credit: Bev Drew

The Mustard Seed logo is used with permission from artist Amy Panfalone.

“The loveliest masterpiece of the heart of God is the love of a mother.”
~St. Therese of Lisieux~

