
St. Paul’s United Church 

 

30 Main Street South, Brampton, ON  L6W 2C4 
 

St. Paul’s - "A caring, Christian community, 
sharing the love of Jesus through our words and actions." 

 

Worship Theme: "Building on Faith" 
(*Please stand as you are able.) 

 

"We are gathered on the traditional territory of Anishnabeg Nation  
(Mississauga/Ojibway). This land used to be the Iroquoian territory 
for the Neutral Confederacy before the arrival of the Anishnabeg 

We acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages." 

 

The Approach of the People of God 

 

Music as we gather 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

 

*Call to Worship  
 

Opening Prayer:   
 
Come to us, Holy God as we gather before you 
 encircle us with your light and love. 
Bless us with your sustaining presence; 
 surround us with your grace. 
Draw us around your beloved Son, 
 and bind us to one another as disciples of Christ, 
whose Spirit is in our midst. 
 Amen. 
                         

*Hymn: VU #642  “Be Thou My Vision” 
 
1 Be thou my vision, O joy of my heart;    
 naught be all else to me save that thou art,   
 thou my best thought, by day or by night,   
 waking or sleeping thy presence my light.   
 
2 Be thou my wisdom, my calm in all strife; 
 I ever with thee, and thou in my life; 
 thou loving parent, thy child may I be, 
 thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 
 
3 Be thou my battle shield, sword for the fight; 
 be thou my dignity, thou my delight,     
 thou my soul=s shelter, thou my high tower;   
 raise thou me heavenward, O power of my power.  
 

 
 

4 Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise, 
 thou mine inheritance, now and always; 
 thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
 great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
5 Great God of heaven, after victory won, 
 may I reach heaven=s joys, O bright heaven=s sun! 
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O ruler of all. 
 

Words: Irish ca. 8th century, trans. Mary Elizabeth Byrne 1905; vers. Eleanor H. Hull 
1912, alt. Music: Irish traditional melody. 
 

Time with Children 
 

*Hymn:  “Christ Be Our Light” 
 
Refrain: Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts. 
   Shine through the darkness.   
   Christ, be our light! 
   Shine in your church gathered today. 
 
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
 Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
 Make us your own, your holy people, 
 light for the world to see. 
 
2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
 Longing for hope, many despair. 
 Your word alone has power to save us. 
 Make us your living voice. 
 
3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
 Longing for water, many still thirst. 
 Make us your bread, broken for others, 
 shared until all are fed. 
 
4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
 Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
 Make us your building, sheltering others, 
 walls made of living stone. 
 
5 Many the gifts, many the people,  
 many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
 Let us be servants to one another, 
 signs of your kingdom come.   
 
Words and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. All rights 
reserved. 
 

*Passing of the Peace 

 

Today’s Anthem:  
 
 

Listen to the Word of God 

 

Today’s Lectionary Readings: 
 

Psalm:  Psalm 112  VU#834 
 
 Refrain: The just shall trust in God alone. 
 
Blessed are those who fear God, 
 who greatly delight in God’s commandments. 
Their descendants will be mighty in the land, 
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
 Riches and plenty shall be in their house, 
 their righteousness enduring forever. 
They are a light in the darkness for the upright, 
being gracious, compassionate and just. 
 It goes well with those who lend generously, 
 who conduct their affairs with justice.   R 
 
For the righteous will never be shaken; 
they will be kept in remembrance for ever. 
 They will not live in fear of bad news; 
 with resolute heart they trust in God. 
Their heart is steady, they do not fear; 
in the end they will see their enemies’ downfall. 
 They distribute freely to the poor, 
 their righteousness enduring forever; 
 they will hold up their heads in honour.   R 
 
Scripture Lesson 
 
 Matthew 5: 13-20 
  One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
  All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Quote for the Sermon:  “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; 
only light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out hate; only love 
can do that.” 
                                                                            Martin Luther King Jr. 
 

 Sermon:  “The Light of the World” 
 

*Hymn: VU #87  “I Am the Light of the World” 
 
Refrain: AI am the light of the world! 
   You people come and follow me!@ 
   If you follow and love you'll learn the mystery 
   of what you were meant to do and be. 
 
1 When the song of the angels is stilled, 
 when the star in the sky is gone,  
 when the kings and the shepherds 
 have found their way home, 
 the work of Christmas is begun:   R 



2 To find the lost and lonely one, 
 to heal the broken soul with love, 
 to feed the hungry children  
 with warmth and good food, 
 to feel the earth below, the sky above!  R 
 
3 To free the prisoner from all chains, 
 to make the powerful care,  
 to rebuild the nations 
 with strength of good will, 
 to see God's children everywhere!  R 
 
4 To bring hope to every task you do, 
 to dance at a baby's new birth, 
 to make music in 
 an old person's heart, 
 and sing to the colours of the earth!  R 
 
Words and music: Jim Strathdee 1967. © 1969 Desert Flower Music 
 
 

The Offering 

 

*Offering Hymn: VU #549  “For All Your Goodness, God” 
 

 For all your goodness, God,   
 we give you thanks. 
 Thanks for the food we eat, 
 and for the friends we meet; 
 for each new day we greet, 
 we give you thanks. 
 
Arrangement © 1987 Songs for a Gospel People. 

   

*Offering Prayer 
 

A Prayer for Healing 
 

The Prayer of Jesus (sung) VU #959 

 

Our Father/Mother/Creator in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth, as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil 
for the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 

*Hymn:  VU #232  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore You” 
 
1 Joyful, joyful we adore you,  
 God of glory, life and love; 
 hearts unfold like flowers before you,  
 opening to the sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
 drive the gloom of doubt away;  
 giver of immortal gladness,  
 fill us with the light of day. 
 
2 All your works with joy surround you, 
 earth and heaven reflect your rays, 
 stars and angels sing around you, 
 centre of unbroken praise. 
 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
 flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
 chanting bird and flowing fountain, 
 sound their praise eternally. 
 
3 You are giving and forgiving, 
 ever blessing, ever blest,  
 wellspring of the joy of living, 
 ocean depth of happy rest! 
 Source of grace and fount of blessing, 
 let your light upon us shine;  
 teach us how to love each other, 
 lift us to the joy divine. 
 
4 Mortals join the mighty chorus 
 which the morning stars began; 
 God's own love is reigning o'er us, 
 joining people hand in hand. 
 Ever singing, march we onward, 
 victors in the midst of strife;  
 joyful music leads us sunward 
 in the triumph song of life. 
 
Words: Henry van Dyke 1907. Music: Ludwig van Beethoven 1824, adapt. Edward 
Hodges 1864, desc. Hal Hopson 1979.  Descant © 1979 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

*Blessing and Sending Forth 
      
Closing: MV #214 “May God’s Sheltering Wings” 
 
May God’s sheltering wings, her gathering wings protect you. 
May God’s nurturing arms, her cradling arms sustain you, 
 and hold you in her love, and hold you in her love. 
 
Words and music © 2004 by Judith Snowdon. Used by permission.   
 

Music as we go back to the world  
 

* * * 

                  

 
 


