
St. Paul’s and Grace United Churches 

 

A warm welcome… to all who are visiting with us this morning.  
We hope you find yourselves at home among us. Please sign  
your name, address, and phone number in the guest register  
in the narthex. 
 

Worship Theme: "Interconnecting, a sign of Faithful Community." 
(*Please stand as you are able.) 

 

“As we begin today, we acknowledge the history, spirituality, 
culture, and stewardship of the land of the Indigenous people of 
this region, most recently the Mississaugas of the New Credit 

who are Anishinaabe Ojibwe people. We seek to live in respect, 
peace, and right relations with them as we live, work, and 

worship upon their traditional territory. 
 

We are also mindful of broken covenants and the 
need to strive to make right with all our relations.” 

 

The Approach of the People of God 

 

Music as we gather 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

 

Music as we begin 

 

Call to Worship:  
 

Hymn*: VU #371  “Open My Eyes, That I May See” 
 

1 Open my eyes, that I may see  
 glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 
 place in my hands the wonderful key 
 that shall unclasp and set me free. 
 Silently now I wait for thee,  
 ready, my God, thy will to see.  
 Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

  

2 Open my ears, that I May hear 
 voices of truth thou sendest clear; 
 and while the wavenotes fall on my ear, 
 everything false will disappear. 
 Silently now I wait for thee, 
 ready, my God, thy will to see. 
 Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 

3 Open my mouth, and let me bear 
 gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
 open my heart and let me prepare 
 love with thy children thus to share. 
 Silently now I wait for thee, 
 ready, my God, thy will to see. 

 Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
Words & Music: Clara H. Scott 1895. 
 

Opening Prayer:   
 

Freeing God, it is you who calls us to freedom. 
It is you who sets us free. 
But this is not the freedom to judge others. 
This is not the freedom to spoil our lives. 
This is not the freedom to live as we see fit. 
Your truth will set us free! 
We live the freedom of Christ’s way! 
We lose our worldly life so to live in the freedom of love. 
Free us from the captivity of our ways! 
In Christ’s name, we pray.  Amen 

 
By Jan Cather Weaver in Touch Holiness: Resource for Worship, edited by Ruth C. 
Duck & Maren C. Tirabassi, p. 119. 
 

Baptism (see insert) 
 

Child presented for Baptism today is: 
 

 Jason Anthony Harding, Jr. 
 Son of Jennifer Elizabeth & Jason Anthony Harding 

 

Hymn*:  VU #444  “Child of Blessing, Child of Promise” 
 

1 Child of blessing, child of promise, 
 baptized with the Spirit's sign; 
 with this water God has sealed you 
 unto love and grace divine. 
 

2 Child of love, our love's expression,  
 love's creation, loved indeed! 
 Fresh from God, refresh our spirits, 
 into joy and laughter lead. 
 

3 Child of joy, our dearest treasure,  
 God's you are, from God you came. 
 Back to God we humbly give you; 
 live as one who bears Christ's name. 
 

4 Child of God your loving Parent, 
 learn to know whose child you are. 
 Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 
 trusting in God's love and care. 
 
Words: Ronald S. Cole-Turner 1980. Music: attrib. Christian F. Witt, Psalmodia Sacra 
1715. Words © 1981 Ronald S. Cole-Turner. Used by permission. 
 

Time with Children  
 

Passing of the Peace* 
 

 
 

Listen to the Word of God 

 

Scripture Readings: 
 

Psalm 86 VU p 803 

 

Refrain: In the day of my trouble 
   I call unto you for you will answer me. 
 

Turn your ear to me, O God, and answer me, 
for I am poor and in misery. 
 Preserve my life for I am faithful; 
 save your servant for I trust in you. 
Be merciful to me, my lord, 
for I call to you all day long. 
 Gladden the heart of your servant, 
 for to you I lift up my soul. 
For you, my lord, are good and forgiving, 
and great I mercy to all who call on you. 
 Give heed, O God, to my prayer, 
 and listen to my cry of supplication.  R 

 

Among the gods there is none like you, my lord, 
nor can the deeds of any be compared to yours. 
 All the nations you have made shall come  
 and bow before you. 
They shall glorify your name, my lord, 
 for you are great and do marvelous things; 
 you alone are God.   R 

 

Turn to me then, and have mercy; 
give your strength to your servant. 
 Save your handmaiden’s child; 
 give me a sign of your favour! 
Then those who hate me will see and be ashamed, 
 for you, God, have helped and comforted me.   R 

   

Genesis 28:10-19 

 

One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
All: Thanks be to God 

 

Quote for the Sermon:   
“If the concept of God has any validity or any use, it can only be 
to make us larger, freer, and more loving. If God cannot do this, 
then it is time we got rid of Him.”   
       - James Baldwin. The Fire Next Time 
 

Hymn:  “Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 
 

There’s a sweet, sweet spirit in this place 
and I know that it’s the spirit of the Lord. 
There are sweet expressions on each face 
and I know that it’s the presence of the Lord. 
Sweet Holy Spirit,  Sweet heavenly dove. 
Stay right here with us filling us with your love. 



And for all these blessings we lift our hearts in praise. 
Without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived 
when we shall leave this place. 
 
      Doris Akers 
 

Sermon:  “Carriers of the Light” 
 

Hymn*:  VU  #381  “Spirit of Life” 
 

Spirit of Life, come unto me. 
Sing in my heart of all the stirrings of compassion. 
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 
move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 
Roots hold me close; wings set me free; 
Spirit of Life, come to me, come to me. 
 
Words and music: Carolyn McDade 1981, ©1981 Carolyn McDade. Harmony ©1992 
Unitarian Universalist Association.  
 

Responding to God’s Word 

 

The Offering 

 

Offering Hymn*: VU #389  “God is Here” 
 
 God of all, of church and kingdom, 
 in an age of change and doubt 
 keep us faithful to the gospel; 
 help us work your purpose out. 
 Here, in this day=s dedication, 
 all we have to give, receive; 
 we, who cannot live without you, 
 we adore you!  We believe! 
 
Words: Fred Pratt Green 1978.  Music: William P. Rowlands ca. 1905. Words © 1979 
Hope Publishing Company. 
 

Offering Prayer* 

 

Prayer for Healing 

 

God of Life, who bears changes within our souls like the flowing 
of the tides, we ask your great and gracious presence with us.  
We your children call upon you and ask that you hear us. We, 
who have known hurt and healing, the agony of losses and the 
sheer pleasure of reunion and celebration, ask you to celebrate 
with us now. Help us to feel the steady rhythm of your presence 
from deep within us. Help us sense the gathering of your body 
all around us. Share your life with us, for we need you, and we 
know how different life can be when your Spirit fills us with your 
powerful love.  Amen. 
 
By Sandra E. Graham in Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship, edited by Ruth C. Duck & 
Marin C. Tirabassi, p. 186. 
 

 

The Prayer of Jesus (said) VU #921 

 

Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

Hymn*:  MV #209  “Go, Make a Diff’rence” 
 
Refrain: Go make a diff’rence.  We can make a diff’rence. 
   Go make a diff’rence in the world. 
   Go make a diff’rence.  We can make a diff’rence. 
   Go make a diff’rence in the world. 
 
1 We are the salt of the earth,  
 called to let the people see  
 the love of God for you and me. 
 We are the light of the world,  
 not to be hidden but be seen.  
 Go make a diff’rence in the world. R 
 
2 We are the hands of Christ 
 reaching out to those in need, 
 the face of God for all to see. 
 We are the spirit of hope; 
 we are the voice of peace. 
 Go make a diff’rence in the world.  R 
 
3 So let your love shine on,  
 let it shine for all to see.   
 Go make a diff’rence in the world. 
 And the spirit of Christ will be with us as we go. 
 Go make a diff’rence in the world.   R 
 
 Copyright © 1997. Steve Angrisano and Tom Tomaszek. 

 

Blessing and Sending Forth* 
 

Three-fold Amen   
 
Music as we go back to the world  
 

* * * 
 

 

 
 
 



 
Sacrament of Infant Baptism 
Chair of Council invites the parents to stand. 
 
Statement of Purpose and Presentation of Candidate 
Worship Chairperson:   Just as the body is one and has many  
     members, so it is with Christ. We are the 
    body of Christ, and individually members  
    of it.  
Chair of Council:   On behalf of the congregation of St. Paul’s  
     United Church, I present the following child  
     for baptism: 
 

• Jason Anthony Harding, Jr.  
 
Profession of Faith and Promises 
Chair of Council:  Do you believe in God, who has created 
    and is creating, who has come in Jesus,  
    the Word made flesh to reconcile and make 
    new, and who works in us and others by  
    the Spirit? 
Response of the Parents: I do, by the grace of God 
Chair of Council:  Will you follow the Way of Jesus Christ? 
Response of the Parents: I will, God being my helper. 
Chair of Council:  Will you join in community of faith to  

 celebrate God’s presence, live with respect 
 in creation, and love and serve others? 

Response of the Parents: I will, God being my helper. 
Chair of Council:  Baptism marks an important step in your 
    child’s faith journey. Will you care for Jason 
    and help him take a place within the  
    mission and witness of Christ’s Church? 
Response of the Parents: I will, God being my helper. 
 
Congregational Commitment 
Worship Chairperson:   As members of St. Paul’s United Church 

 do we commit ourselves to support and 
 nurture this child within a community which 
 worships God, loves and serves others, 
 seeks  justice, and resists evil? 

Congregation:  We do, by the grace of God. 
 
The Act of Baptism 
 
A New Creed VU p 918  (standing, in unison) 
 
We are not alone, 
we live in God's world. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We believe in God: 
who has created and is creating, 
who has come in Jesus, 
the Word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new, 
who works in us and others 
by the Spirit. 
 
We trust in God. 
 
We are called to be the Church: 
to celebrate God's presence, 
to live with respect in Creation, 
to love and serve others, 
to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
our judge and our hope. 
 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
God is with us. 
 
We are not alone. 
 
Thanks be to God. 
 
(return to bulletin) 
 
 
 
Cover photo – Flowers, Distillery District, Toronto 
 
 

 
PARTICIPANTS IN THIS MORNING’S SERVICE 

 

Minister The Rev. Richard C. Choe 
Director of Music  Iain Morrison 
Chair of Council           David Hymers 
Church Officer  Jack Drew 
Reader   Shirley South 
Coordinating Greeter Mary Sarginson   
Greeters  Laurel Del Genio, Erik & Lynda Liscio,  
  Ruth Manlucu, Kathy McKelvey, Erika Metzler, 
  Wayne Steele. 
 

 


