
St. Paul’s United Church 

 

30 Main Street South, Brampton, ON  L6W 2C4 
 

St. Paul’s - "A caring, Christian community, 
sharing the love of Jesus through our words and actions." 

 

Worship Theme: "Call of the Faithful" 
(*Please stand as you are able*) 

 

“As we begin today, we acknowledge the history, spirituality, culture,  
and stewardship of the land of the Indigenous people of this region, 

 most recently the Mississaugas of the New Credit who are Anishinaabe 
Ojibwe people. We seek to live in respect, peace, and right relations  

with them as we live, work, and worship upon their traditional territory. 
 

We are also mindful of broken covenants and the need to strive to make 
right with all our relations.” 

 

The Approach of the People of God 

 

Music as we gather 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

 

Music 

 

Call to Worship:   
 

Opening Prayer: VU #88 “An Epiphany Prayer” (1) 

 
God of gold, we seek you glory: 
 the richness that transforms drabness into colour, 
 and brightens our dullness with vibrant light; 
 your wonder and joy at the heart of all life. 
 
God of incense, we offer you prayer: 
 our spoken and unspeakable longings, 
 our questioning of truth, 
 our searching for your mystery deep within. 
 
God of myrrh, we cry out to you in our suffering: 
 the pain of all our rejections and bereavements, 
 our baffled despair at undeserved suffering, 
 our rage at continuing injustice. 
 
In our wealth, in our yearning, in our anger and loss, 
 we embrace you, God-with-us.  Amen. 
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Hymn*: VU #96 “Will You Come and See the Light” (2) 

 
1 Will you come and see the light from the stable door? 
 It is shining newly bright, though it shone before. 
 It will be your guiding star, 
 it will show you who you are; 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 
2 Will you step into the light that can free the slave? 
 It will stand for what is right, it will heal and save. 
 By the pyramids of greed 
 there=s a longing to be freed; 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 
3 Will you tell about the light in the prison cell? 
 Though it=s shackled out of sight, it is shining well. 
 When the truth is cut and bruised, 
 and the innocent abused, 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 
4 Will you join the hope, alight in the young girl=s eyes, 

 of the mighty put to flight by a baby=s cries? 
 When the lowest and the least 
 are the foremost at the feast, 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 
5 Will you travel by the light of the babe new born? 
 In the candle lit at night there=s a gleam of dawn, 
 and the darkness all about 
 is too dim to put it out: 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

 
Listen to the Word of God 

 
Anthem:  “Be Love” (3) 
 
Time with Children 
 
Passing of the Peace* 
 
Hymn* MV #92 “Like a Rock” (4) 

 

Like a rock, like a rock, God is under our feet. 
Like the starry night sky, God is over our head. 
Like the sun on the horizon, God is ever before. 
Like the river runs to the ocean,  
our home is in God ever-more. 
 

 
 
 
 

Page 2 

Scripture Lessons:  1 Samuel 3:1-10 
    
One:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 139  VU #861 
 
Refrain:   God, you have searched me, 
  you know me through and through. 
 
O God, you have searched me and known me. 
You know when I sit down and rise up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 You discern my path and the places I rest; 
 you are familiar with all my ways. 
Before a word is on my tongue, you know it, O God, completely. 
You guard me from behind and before, 
and lay your hand upon me.    

It is beyond my knowledge; it is a mystery;  
I cannot fathom it.   R 

 
Where can I escape from your spirit? 
Where can I flee from your presence? 
 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
 if I lie down in the grave, you are even there. 
If I take wing with the dawn and alight at the sea’s farthest limits, 
 there also your hand will be guiding me 
 your powerful hand holding me fast. 
If I say, “Let the darkness cover me and my day be turned to night,” 
 even darkness is not dark to you;  

the night is as bright as the day,  
 for darkness is as light to you.   R 
 
It was you who formed my inward parts; 
you fashioned me in my mother’s womb. 
 I praise you, for I am fearfully, wonderfully made. 
 Wondrous are your works; that I know very well. 
My frame was not hidden from you when I was being fashioned in 
secret, intricately woven in the mystery of clay. 
 Your eyes saw my substance taking shape; 
 in your book my every day was recorded; 
 all my days were fashioned,  
 even before they came to be.   R 
 
How deep your designs are to me, O God! How great their number! 
 I try to count them but they are more than the sand. 
 I come to the end – I am still with you. 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
 test me and know my thoughts. 
 Watch closely, lest I follow a path of error 
 and guide me in the everlasting way.   R 
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Quote for the Sermon: (5)  
“Be ignited, or be gone!” 
 

Congregational Hymn:  MV #115 “Behold, Behold, I Make All 
Things New” (6)  
 

Behold, behold, I make all things new, beginning with you 
and starting from today.  Behold, behold, I make all things 
new, my promise is true, for I am Christ the way.   
 

Sermon:  “Be ignited, or be gone!” 
 
Hymn*:  MV #79 “Spirit, Open My Heart” (7) 
 
Refrain: Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of  
   living. 

 As you love may I love, in receiving and in 
 giving, 
 Spirit, open my heart 
 

1  God, replace my stony heart  
  with a heart that’s kind and tender. 
  All my coldness and fear  
  to your grace I now surrender.  R 
 
2  Write your love upon my heart  
  as my law, my goal, my story. 
  In each thought, word, and deed,  
  may my living bring you glory.  R 
 
3   May I weep with those who weep,  
  share the joy of sister, brother. 
  In the welcome of Christ,  
  may we welcome one another.   R 
 

Responding to God’s Word 
 
The Offering 
 
Offering Hymn*: MV #54 “Alleluia” (8) 
 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
Offering Prayer* 
 
Prayer for Healing  
 
The Prayer of Jesus (said) VU #921  
 
Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,                                                                Page 4 

on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Covenanting with Elizabeth Sarginson – see insert 
 
Hymn* VU #509 “I, the Lord of Sea and Sky” (11) 
   (Here I Am, Lord)  
 
Refrain: Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord? 
  I have heard you calling in the night . 
  I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
  I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
1 I, the Lord of sea and sky,  
 I have heard my people cry.    
 All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save.  
 I who made the stars of night, 
 I will make their darkness bright. 
 Who will bear my light to them? 
 Whom shall I send?  R 
 
2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
 I have borne my people’s pain, 
 I have wept for love of them; they turn away. 
 I will break their hearts of stone, 
 give them hearts for love alone.  
 I will speak my word to them. 
 Whom shall I send?    R 
 
3 I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
 I will tend the poor and lame, 
 I will set a feast for them; my hand will save. 
 Finest bread I will provide  
 till their hearts be satisfied.  
 I will give my life to them. 
 Whom shall I send?    R 
 
Blessing and Sending Forth 
 
Three-fold Amen   
 
Music as we go back to the world  
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SERVICE OF COVENANTING 
 
A New Creed: VU #918 (9) 
 
We are not alone, 
we live in God's world. 
 
We believe in God: 
who has created and is creating, 
who has come in Jesus, 
the Word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new, 
who works in us and others 
by the Spirit. 
 
We trust in God. 
 
We are called to be the Church: 
to celebrate God's presence, 
to live with respect in Creation, 
to love and serve others, 
to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
our judge and our hope. 
 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
God is with us. 
 
We are not alone. 
 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Neil Robb, Chair of Ministry & Personnel Ministry 
In Jesus Christ, God came into the world as servant of all. 
By our baptism we are called to a ministry of worship, witness 
and reconciliation. Today we gather to celebrate the ministry to 
which we are all called, and we dedicate ourselves to the service 
of Christ and the Church.  Let us ask God’s grace as we 
covenant together this day. 
 
Prayer 
Gracious God, 
by our baptism 
you have called us 
to Christ’s ministry. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, 
as we commit ourselves 
to work together 
in Christ’s name. 
Amen. 
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Hymn: VU #579 “The Church is Wherever God’s People” (10) 
 
1 The church is wherever God's people are praising, 
 singing God's goodness for joy on this day. 
 The church is wherever disciples of Jesus 
 remember his story and walk in his way. 
 
2 The church is wherever God's people are helping, 
 caring for neighbours in sickness and need. 
 The church is wherever God's people are sharing 
 the words of the Bible in gift and in deed. 
 
Symbols of Covenanting 
On the Communion Table are some symbols that are important 
to our faith and to us:  
The Bible (The Word) 
A Pitcher of Water (Our Baptism), 
A Bowl of Water and a Towel (Servant Leadership & 
Commitment)  
Bread and Wine (Communion & Community) 
 
Prayer 
Gracious God,  
Be among us 
as one who teaches and proclaims the Word; 
as one who remembers our baptism covenant; as one who 
serves. 
Be among us 
as one who remembers our brokenness and who cares for 
those who hunger and thirst.  
Be among us 
as one who celebrates community, 
and the amazing things we can do together in your name.  
Amen. 
 
Presentation of Church Administrative Assistant 
Neil Robb, Chair of Ministry & Personnel Ministry 
I present Elizabeth Sarginson as our new Church Administrative 
Assistant.  We believe she is qualified and has been prayerfully 
and lawfully selected. 
 
Questions to Elizabeth: 
David Hymers, Chair of Council 
Elizabeth Sarginson, you have accepted to be the Church 
Administrative Assistant with us.  We believe that you are called 
to be a part of St. Paul’s United Church to serve in the ministry of 
hospitality and administration.  On behalf of St. Paul’s United 
Church, I ask you:                                                             
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Q:  Do you commit yourself to this trust and this 
 responsibility?  
A:  I do, God being my helper. 
Q:  Will you accept the support and encouragement of this 
 community? 
A:  I will, God being my helper. 
 
Questions to Ministry Team:  
David Hymers, Chair of Council 
As Elizabeth works as part of St. Paul’s ministry team, she will 
need your support, love and encouragement.  God invites us into 
communities of faith where we can work and pray together 
with openness and integrity, where we can experience grace and 
forgiveness, where gifts are able to be offered and received, and 
where, in spite of differences, we gather around the table Christ 
sets in our midst. 
 
Q: Will you work with Elizabeth in St. Paul’s ministry of 
 hospitality and administration, and support and encourage 
 her in this ministry? 
A:  We will, God being our helper. 
 
Questions to St. Paul’s congregation:  
Rev. Richard C. Choe 
As Elizabeth works as part of St. Paul’s ministry team she will 
need your support, love and encouragement.  God invites us into 
communities of faith where we can work and pray together 
with openness and integrity, where we can experience grace and 
forgiveness, where gifts are able to be offered and received, 
and where, in spite of differences, we gather around the table 
Christ sets in our midst. 
 
Q: Will you work with Elizabeth in St. Paul’s ministry of 
 hospitality and administration and support and encourage 
 her in this ministry? 
A:  We will, God being our helper. 
  
Prayer of Covenant 
Good and gracious God,  
you invite us to serve with you in every age. 
May we continue to unite as we serve together in your ministry. 
All: Amen! 
 
Declaration & Celebration of the Covenant 
Let us celebrate the Covenant we have made this day. 
All: We rejoice in the Covenant we have made this day, 
and give thanks for all God’s people. Hallelujah! 
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* * * 
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Cover photo – “Tire Tracks” by Rev. Richard Choe, Southampton, ON  

 
 
PARTICIPANTS IN THIS MORNING’S SERVICE 

 

Minister   The Rev. Richard C. Choe 
Participants   Neil Robb, David Hymers, Elizabeth 
    Sarginson, Jack Drew, Natalia  
    Ramnarine and Sunday School  
    Children, Cathy Robertson 
Director of Music   Iain Morrison 
Chair of Council  David Hymers 
Church Officer  Jack Drew 
Reader   David Hymers 
Co-ordinating Greeter Craig McMullan 
Greeters  Jorge & Pati Barrera, Philip & Margo Chu, 
   Judy Harmsworth, Jane McMullan,  
   Athos Pantos, Joyce Wright 

 
 
 

 
 


