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FROM THE DESK OF REV. RICHARD CHOE 
 

2018 is here! Already! 
 
I came across the following quote on Facebook recently:   
“Anyone who thinks gardening begins in the spring and ends in the fall is missing the best part of the year for 
gardening begins in January, with the dream.” 
 
We begin another year with a dream of continuing to make a difference in our downtown Brampton neigh-
bourhood and the neighbourhood in our global village. 
 
Books I have been reading: 
 
Fishing Tips: How Curiosity Transformed a Community of Faith by Rev. Dr. John Pentland  
Dr. Pentland describes three circles that exist in congregations. 
 1. Committed circle people are those “who would be there no matter what.”  
 2. Comfortable circle people are the ones “who are no longer unfamiliar with and fearful  
  of the community, but not yet fully resolved. They identify with the church, without any need to 
  make the church identify with them.”  
 3. Curious circle people are “looking for a way to seek — which means they are looking  
  for an open environment, a permission, an invitation, companionship, and conversations that 
  matter.” 
 
I will be organizing a focus group to study John Pentland’s book this year. David Hymers, Chair of Council, 
and I decided that we will identify 5-7 people to study the book together first. Then, find ways to share the 
learnings with the rest of the congregation. 
 
A Way Other Than Our Own: Devotions for Lent by Walter Brueggemann 
I will be using this book to plan Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday worship services this year.  Worship 
Ministry decided to hold Ash Wednesday worship service at 7 pm on Tuesday, February 13 so that the con-
gregation can join the 30 minute service following Shrove Tuesday Pancake dinner from 5-7 pm.   
 
The name Shrove Tuesday, also known as, Pancake Day, “comes from the old English custom of using up all 
the fattening ingredients in the house before Lent, so that people were ready to fast during Lent. ... ‘Mardi 
Gras’ – Fat Tuesday in French – also comes from the idea of using up food before Lent.” (whyeaster?.com) 
 
Rising Strong by Brené Brown  
““The irony is that we attempt to disown our difficult stories to appear more whole or more acceptable, but our 
wholeness – even our wholeheartedness – actually depends on the integration of all of our experiences, in-
cluding the falls.” 
 
Those words resonated with me as I was thinking about my ministry experience with St. Paul’s thus far. I be-
lieve that the stories we carry can become sources of healing when we are able to own our stories.  This is 
how Dr. Brown describes that process of owning our story. “Get honest about the stories we’re making up 
about our struggle, then challenge these confabulation and assumptions to determine what’s truth, what’s self
-protection, and what needs to change if we want to lead more wholehearted lives.” 
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Four questions to ponder: 
 
1. One challenging experience in the past month 
Providing pastoral care for those who were dying and their family members was challenging and meaningful. I 
have officiated three funerals in eight days in the early part of January.  What I found most moving was how 
friends and relations accompany those who are experiencing death and grief. I have experienced the core 
message of Our New Creed “that we are not alone” coming alive in January. That we are called by God to 
accompany one another was the message I heard in January. 
 
2. One Happy Moment in the past month 
I have rediscovered John Prine, a prolific Country singer and a composer, as I was responding to a friend’s 
birthday party request. No gift was to be given. Not even a card. A friend stated in the invitation. So, I 
searched for a song to share as a gift. In Spite of Ourselves sung by John Prine and Iris DeMent was my 
birthday gift to a friend and his wife. In the process of searching for the song I have discovered It’s a Big Old 
Goofy World. 
 
“Kiss a little baby 
Give the world a smile 
If you take an inch 
Give 'em back a mile 
Cause if you lie like a rug 
And you don't give a damn 
You're never gonna be 
As happy as a clam” 
 
I pray that our ministry continues to be about “giving people back a mile.” 
 
3. One meaningful experience in the past month 
Covenanting Service with Elizabeth Sarginson as Church Administrator on Sunday, January 14 was a signifi-
cant event for St. Paul’s. I believe that how a community and individuals mark the beginnings and endings 
says a lot about the health of the community. What we do with one another here in St. Paul’s is based on our 
covenant with God and with one another that we shall care for one another and that we will commit to do our 
best in what we do. Ministry goes beyond contractual obligations.  It is a Covenantal commitment. 
 
4. A challenge & Opportunity for the congregation 
“Be ignited, or be gone” was how May Oliver ends her poem, What I have Learned So Far.  Being part of a 
faith community is about being passionate for who we are — servant of Jesus of Nazareth; and what we do 
— becoming whole by caring for one another. 
 
How do we put those ideals and convictions into practice continues to be a challenge and an opportunity to 
grow. One area of opportunity and growth in 2018 will be in the area of effective communication & reaching 
out to the downtown Brampton neighbourhood.  We are looking at a comprehensive Reaching-In & Reaching-
Out communication program as we move into 2018.  Revitalizing our church website and effectively utilizing 
digital and print media are in the works as this newsletter is being prepared.   
 
“Mostly exciting possibilities and opportunities” is how I would describe 2018 as we begin the New Year.  Let 
us be ignited!                                                                                                                                Peace, Richard 
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2017 IN REVIEW... 
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“Let’s Rise, Together!”   
 
What a great success!  
 
Thank you all for your contributions and support last year which allowed us not only to match the 
generous $15,000 (and then increased to $20,000) challenge, but then exceed it, arriving at a figure 
of $22,352.  
 
That brought the total to $42,352, and allowed us to finish the year with a small surplus heading into 
2018.  
 
Wow! Great news indeed, and it shows how much St. Paul’s and its ministry mean to you – and we 
are grateful. 
 
Here are some figures which you might find interesting on Campaign details: 
 
Number of donations -71 (some gave more than once) 
Number of individual donors – 58 (32% of annual number of givers) 
Matchers – 3 families: one at $10,000 and two at $5,000 
 
Challengers: 1 at 2,500 
  9 at 1,000 
                      1 at    900 
                      2 at    600 
                      7 at    500  
                      1 at    400 
                      5 at    300 
                      1 at    250 
                      6 at    200  
                      10 at 100 
                      25 at less than 100  
 
Our thanks go out to the Matching families and their 
generosity for instigating the Matching Challenge.  
 
Doug Bryden 
Chair – Finance Ministry 
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Instagram Posting with the caption “I guess if 
you’re going to vandalize the side of your 

dresser, this is a good way to do it? “ 
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TREE ANALOGY TO PEOPLE 
Submitted by Leny WIlson 

 
LEAF PEOPLE:  Some people come into your life and they are like leaves on a tree.  They are only 
there for a season.  You cannot depend on them or count on them because they are only there to 
give you shade.  Like leaves, as soon as it gets cold or a wind blows in your life, they are gone!  
You cannot be angry with them, it is just who they are. 

 

BRANCH PEOPLE:  Some people who come into your life and like branches on a tree.  They are 
stronger than leaves, but you have to be careful with them.  They will stick around of rmost seasons 
but if you go through a storm or two in your life, it is possible you could lose them.   You have to test 
them out before you put all your weight on them.  You cannot be mad with them, it is just who they 
are. 

 

ROOT PEOPLE:  If you can find some people in your life who are like the roots of a tree then you 
have found something special,  They are hard to find because they are not trying ot be seen.  Their 
only job is to hold you up and help you live a strong and healthy life.  They stay low key and don’t 
let the world know they 
are there.  If you go 
through a storm they 
will hold you up, nourish 
you, feed you and water 
you. 

 

How many leaves, 
branches and roots do 
you have in your life?  

What are you in other 
people’s lives?  Try to 
be a root to many! 
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS 

ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH 
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Ruth Wicks with 
her newest family 
member, Precious! 

Jim Gougeon enjoying 
time with his GREAT 
GRANDSON, Tanner. 

A HUGE THANK YOU to Bruce and 
Shirley South for hand delivering the 
remaining 2018 Giving Envelopes and 
the Winter Newsletter. 

Alan Craig 
celebrated his 
91st birthday! 

COFFEE HOUR 
The sign up sheet for 
coffee hour is located 
just inside Sander-
son Hall.  Please sign 
up so that we may 
continue to enjoy fel-
lowship following the 
service each week. JACK!  
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FOOD CUPBOARD REPORT 
Now that the Christmas season is over, I would like to remind you that the need for food is not 
over.  This is an ongoing need to help feed those who live on the street, in shelters, or in a rooming 
house and do not have enough to feed themselves and/or their family. 
 
We gave out 91 bags of food during the month of December and during the past year we gave 
out 1172 bags of food. 
 
If you wish to donate money so that we can purchase the food we need in the food cupboard 
please put it in your Givings Envelope and CLEARLY mark on the envelope the amount for the 
food cupboard.  Amounts of $50.00 or greater will be issued a tax receipt. 
 
If it were not for the donations from Grenoble Public School and from Westervelts Corners 
Public School, as well as donations from the Brownies and other groups,  we would definitely not 
be able to put the minimum of food into each bag.  Each bag feeds one or two people for one or 
two days only ...  
 
Thank you for your on going support! 
 
The items that we put in each bag are: 
Canned tuna, Kraft Dinner, canned pasta, individual instant cereal, individual juice box individual 
pudding up, Mr. Noodles, a can of chicken noodle soup, and 6 tea bags. 
 
Please remember the food cupboard when you are doing your grocery shopping.   
 
I would also like to thank the volunteers who help with the food cupboard on a regular basis, with-
out whom I could not continue working in the food cupboard. 
 
Thank you, 
Laurel Del Genio 

LOBLAW CARD  
PROGRAM  

If you are receiving the free $25 card from loblawcard.ca . why not donate it to our food cupboard. then 
we will be able to purchase the food that we need.    

Put it in a envelope and mark on the envelope “For Food Cupboard”.   
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TWO LITTLE BOYS 

 
A couple had two little boys, ages 8 and 10, 
who were excessively mischievous. The two 
were always getting into trouble and their par-
ents could be assured that if any mischief oc-
curred in their town their two young sons were 
in some way involved. 
 
The parents were at their wits end as to what to 
do about their sons' behavior. The mother had 
heard that a clergyman in town had been suc-
cessful in disciplining children in the past, so 
she asked her husband if he thought they 
should send the boys to speak with the clergy-
man. 
 
The husband said, 'We might as well. We need 
to do something before I really lose my temper!' 
The clergyman agreed to speak with the boys, 
but asked to see them individually. The 8 year 
old went to meet with him first. The clergyman 
sat the boy down and asked him sternly,'Where 
is God?' 
 
The boy made no response, so the clergyman 
repeated the question in an even sterner tone, 
'Where is God?' Again the boy made no attempt 
to answer. So the clergyman raised his voice 
even more and shook his finger in the boy's 
face, 'WHERE IS GOD?' 
 
At that the boy bolted from the room and ran 
directly home, slamming himself in the closet. 
His older brother followed him into the closet 
and asked what had happened. The younger 
brother replied, 'We are in BIG trouble this time. 
God is missing and they think we did it.' 

Highlights in the History of 

St. Paul’s 
 

1830's - Primitive Methodists meet at the home of 
John Elliott, and then at William Elliott’s as the 
congregation grew. 
 
1854 - First Conference of the Primitive Methodist 
Church in Canada held in Queen St. E. Chapel, 
Brampton. 
 
1884 - Last Conference of Primitive Methodists in 
Queen St. E. Methodist Church.  Wesleyan Primi-
tive and Episcopal denominations united to form 
the Canada Methodist Church. 
 
1884 - Trustees purchase a lot on corner of  
John and Main Street S. for $2000.  Existing 
house removed and sold for $100, topsoil for 5 
cents per load. 
 
Feb. 7 & 14, 1886 - Special opening service of St. 
Paul’s Methodist Church.  Contributions on the 
two Sundays amounted to $9000. 
 
1925 - Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregation-
al Churches join together to form the United 
Church of Canada. 
 
1945 - Mortgage for church burned in an impres-
sive ceremony. 
 
192 - United Church Women formed. 
 
2000 - Significant cracking in sanctuary ceiling 
necessitated that the congregation meet in Sand-
erson Hall while plans were made, funds raised 
and restoration work carried out. 
 
Feb. 3, 2002- Sanctuary rededicated. 
 
November 2018 – St. Paul’s celebrates 190 
years! 
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LEGACY FUND established at St. Paul’s 

 
 
Thanks to the recent bequest received from the Es-
tate of the late Lillian Prouse, Council has given ap-
proval to the Trustees to establish a Legacy Fund at 
St. Paul’s, whereby, until further notice, any and all 
interest earned from the invested funds will be con-
tributed to the general operations of the Church at 
the end of each year. There will be no encroachment 
on or use of the capital.   
 
The Trustees will retain the discretionary authority to 
invest the Legacy Funds appropriately, responsibly, 
and with due care in investment vehicles which are 
ethically directed and operated, to maximize annual 
returns for Church operations. 
 
When updating your Will to reflect recent changes 
and clarifications regarding Executor responsibilities, 
Power of Attorney, and tax treatments, may we sug-
gest that consideration be given to gifting a legacy to 
St. Paul’s United Church to show your gratitude for 
the years of service and spiritual nourishment given 
to you and your family.  
 
Growing this Legacy Fund will allow for increased 
contributions to be made annually from investment 
returns to Church operations and help St. Paul’s con-
tinue to be that shining light and spiritual hope for 
many more years in the future.  
 
The newly established Legacy Fund will always be 
open to take contributions at any time you may feel 
so inclined. 

 
Doug Bryden – Chair, Finance Ministry                                           
 
 

UCW 
The UCW is very pleased to contribute 
$10,000 to the St. Paul’s General Fund.  This 
money has been raised by our many endeav-
ours including , Macy’s on Main,  Christmas 
Market and various catering events, like funer-
al receptions.  THANK YOU to Wilma Kelly 
and her wonderful team.   The Sharon Unit 
should also get special mention for their deli-
cious and popular turkey pies.  During Christ-
mas, the Deborah Unit held a delicious lunch-
eon which included a worship service, a chal-
lenging quiz and a  craft project.  It was en-
joyed by our members and guests.  As well , 
at Christmas , the UCW sends out donations 
to the following charities in our city: Interim 
Place, Massey Centre, Fred Victor Mission, 
Camping Opportunities For Children and  
Women’s Interchurch Council.  We also re-
membered our wonderful staff who help us so 
much, Tina, Jack and Evan.   
 
We are thrilled to welcome Elizabeth Sargin-
son and wish her well in her new position. 
 
We plan to have a Spring Sale on April 28

th
 

and encourage you to put aside good saleable 
items like, books china, kitchen items, and 
clothing (that is in excellent condition).  We will 
host the Round Robin Bridge on April 5

th
.   

 
Our big focus is the planning of our special 
UCW Sunday, in memory of our dear friend, 
Lillian Prouse. A reception will follow. The date 
is March 18

th
.We hope you will make a point to 

attend! 
 
We invite and welcome  any interested 
women to join us at our monthly meetings 
held the third Thursday of each month in 
the Four Seasons room at 10:30 am.  
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS… 
 
Sunday February 11  Baptism Sunday 
 
Tuesday February 13   Pancake Supper 
    5-7pm 
 
Tuesday February 13  Ash Wednesday Service 
    7pm St. Paul’s United Church 
 
Wednesday February 14 VALENTINE’S DAY  
 
Friday February 23  Folk Concert 
    St. Paul’s, Sanderson Hall 
 
Saturday February 24  Coldest Night of the Year  
    5 pm—Century Gardens 
 
Tuesday February  27  Circle of Friends Potluck 
    12 noon Sanderson Hall 
 
Friday March 2  World Day of Prayer 
    St. Andrews Presbyterian Church 
 
Sunday March 18  UCW Sunday—tribute to Lil Prouse 
 

COLDEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR 

 
Register to walk 2, 5 or 10km on Saturday February 24, 2018 in 

support of local charities serving hungry, homeless and hurting 

families and youth in 120 communities across Canada.   

 

Brampton is raising funds for REGENERATION.   

 

Go to:  https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/FundraisingPage.aspx?

registrationID=4013097&langPref=en-CA  to sign up to walk or to sponsor the St. 

Paul’s Team. 

Stay tuned for 
more details on 

our  
190

th
 Anniversary 

celebrations! 

 

  

 

St. Paul’s United Church  
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