
 

  

     

Seasons of Our Lives 
 

St. Paul’s United Church in Brampton 
 

To everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under heaven. 
Ecclesiastes 1:3 

FROM THE DESK OF REV. CHOE 
 
It’s hard to believe that we are heading into Advent.  A time of waiting and birthing hope. 
 
We have had a very busy autumn.  Doors Open Brampton was a wonderful way of meeting our neighbours.  
 
Books I have been reading. 
 
The Choice: Embrace the Possible by Dr. Edith Eva Eger 
Dr. Edith Eva Eger, a Holocaust survivor who is an internationally acclaimed psychologist, shares her personal 
and professional experiences and wisdom gleaned from her life through her memoir.  
“All of the (Holocaust) survivors I met had one thing in common with me and with one another: We had no 
control over the most consuming facts of our lives, but we had the power to determine how we experienced 
life after trauma.  Survivors could continue to be victims long after the oppression had ended, or they could 
learn to thrive. ...  We can choose to be our own jailers, or we can choose to be free.”   
Dr. Eger’s words helped me to reflect on traumas St. Paul’s congregation has experienced in the recent 
past.  I believe that it is time for us to choose to be free.  And, to thrive.   
  
Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah 
“You do not own the thing that you love.”  That the church belongs to God, not anyone on earth, is some-
thing many Christians have been struggling with as the renewal movement of Jesus of Nazareth became in-
stitutionalize.  I think that wisdom holds true for a congregation you are a part of as well.  
 
Love Big, Be Well by Winn Collier Patrick 
This is one of the books I am currently reading.  Winn Collier is a pastor who has been writing for major me-
dia outlets in the US.  I am planning to use part of his book for Sunday worship celebration in 2018.  I am in 
the process of organizing the readers for the special service in 2018. 
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Four questions to ponder: 
 

One Challenging Experience in the past month 
 
 Implementing staff responsibilities will continue to be a challenge for the next few months.  I believe 
that the Council made an appropriate decision to ensure that St. Paul’s can continue to serve the neighbours 
by living with what we have.  “You can’t always get what you want. ...  You get what you need.”  I have often 
sung this wisdom from the Rolling Stones to myself in times of drastic changes.  My commitment is that I will 
continue to rely on our lay leadership’s wisdom as I discern and search for God’s wisdom. 
 

One Happy Moment in the past month 
 
 It was great to see so many of our neighbours at Beat the Blues.  Seeing more folks from outside the 
St. Paul’s membership struck me as a good thing.  What I liked most about the Beat the Blues was that this 
was the first event that focused on fun and enjoying one another’s company, without too much emphasis on 
fund raising.  I feel that the event signified a turning point in St. Paul’s ministry.  We are beginning to move 
forward.  “Thank You!” to all those who organized, contributed and participated in the various activities of 
our church’s ministry. 
 

One Meaningful Experience in the past month 
 
 Lil Prouse’s funeral, I felt, was a great tribute to her ministry with St. Paul’s.  Lil was the president of 
UCW for many years.  She was a former First Lady of Brampton.  She had dedicated her life to serving those 
in need.  She was one of the saints in our faith community.  I continue to hear how St. Paul’s has been a place 
to serve the Brampton neighbourhood.  St. Paul’s continues to be a place for serving the neighbourhood. 
 

A Challenge for the congregation 
 
 How do we continue to move forward as we experience the trauma of various crisis we have experi-
enced in the past?  When do we decide that re-living the past trauma and getting angry about the past will 
hold us as hostage of the past, which in turn, will hold us from moving forward?  What about the way we do 
things, and the things we have that we can let go, in order to embrace the future possibilities?  How do we 
continue to express and enliven God’s love within and around us?  May we choose to thrive in faith. 
 
 
Peace, 
 
Richard  
 
  



 

  

FROM THE FINANCE MINISTRY 
A Message to our Members and Adherents 
St. Paul’s – Giving Love, Receiving Love 

 
Born in love for you, St. Paul’s United Church has been, and is your lifetime rock. 
 
It: 
- Celebrated your birth 
- Started your spiritual journey at your baptism 
- Cradled and nurtured you in the Nursery 
- Taught you your unde1rstanding of and faith in God through Bible teachings at Sunday School 
- Welcomed you into the body of the Church at Confirmation 
- Bonded you to lifelong friends as Church mates 
- Offered you opportunities to develop leadership skills through service 
- Provided you a venue and officials for your wedding day 
- Regularly restored and refreshed your soul with inspiring and topical sermons 
- Lifted your spirits with stirring, traditional and contemporary music 
- Exercised your vocal chords and robed you for Choir leadership in the service 
- Cared for you with visits and get well cards when illness appeared 
- Responded on a moment’s notice with grief counselling and prayer when needed 
- Advised and assisted you with funeral arrangements, hymn selection, and Bible readings, and prepared ser-
vice bulletins 
 
And, when your own demise is near or occurs, the St. Paul’s Minister meets with your family, prepares and 
delivers the homily to the congregation based on conversation with your family, and officiates at the com-
mittal at the cemetery, ensuring your safe passage beyond the horizon to the distant shore where you will be 
enthusiastically welcomed by your friends and God into Eternal Life. 
 
As well, the Church provides the venue for the reception after the service often through the efforts of the St. 
Paul’s United Church Women, your long time friends. 
 
Reading the list of what the Church – your Church – has provided for 
you over your life time, it is easy to be grateful and thankful for all 
those who have gone before to ensure the Church was there for you, 
and to feel the importance of ensuring that your Church is there for 
those yet to come. 
 
Can you feel the love for you and your well being? 
 
St. Paul’s United Church – Love excelling!  
 

Doug Bryden   
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CHRISTMAS MARKET 

Our newly named CHRISTMAS MARKET was held on Saturday November 18, 
2017.   It was a resounding success.  Thank you to everyone for their time and 
support!!  Total sales were $7450 and this may increase as Macy’s on Main con-
tinues to sell items over the coming weeks! 

ROAST BEEF DINNER 
This year saw another successful ROAST BEEF DINNER with amazing food, great company and a Silent Auc-
tion!  Thank you to everyone for their time and support and a special thank you to Cathy Robertson for all of 
her efforts!  Profits were just shy of $2000! 

Turkey Pot Pie PREP, resulting in 140 pies! 
 

This years lunch room  offered  morning  muffins 
and coffee/tea in addition to lunch and was the 
first ever LITTERLESS lunch, composting any food 
waste and utilising reusable  dishes.  Thank you to 
everyone for their amazing support! 

 

Books, Santa’s Gift 
Shop 

Jewellery, “high end” cloth-
ing, Baby Boutique, Mrs. 
Claus and SANTA, Attic 
Treasures 
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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

 
With the help of the “younger” gen-
eration, on Sunday October 1 we cel-
ebrated World Communion Sunday . 

“DOORS OPEN” 
The City of Brampton held 
“Doors Open” Brampton on 

Saturday 
September 
30, featur-
ing many 
historical 
sites.  St. 
Paul’s was 

open for tours and a meet and 
greet.  Jack Drew also made his 
first  internet debut—visit our 
Facebook site for the video! 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who 
volunteered their time to make 
this day a great success! 
 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
The name of the Men’s Breakfast Club at St. 
Paul’s has now been changed to the St. Paul’s 
Breakfast Club. For some time now, we have 

been finding that our topics are 
of significant interest to the 
women at our Church and in 
the community. On invitation, 
we have been delighted to have 
them join us at our Saturday 
morning event. Now, they are 

welcome to join us anytime, and hopefully they 
will.  After a brief tenure with Grace Breakfast 
Group at Grace, the Breakfast Club has re-
turned to our round table format in Sanderson 
Hall. The menu is substantially the same, ex-
cept no oatmeal porridge! We couldn’t find an-
yone to clean the pot!  The cost will be $7.00 
this year, and you will love the egg dish!  Our 
first meeting was held November 4th, to hear 
Rev. Richard talk about his early life growing up 
in Korea, and his perspective on the unsettling 
rhetoric and bombast that fills our news daily 
on the future of the Korean peninsula.  Our 
next meeting will be Saturday, December 2nd at 
8:30 am. Stay tuned for an announcement on 
our speaker for December. 
 
Doug Bryden - President  

BOOK CLUB 
The Book Club will be 
reading "Wonder" by 
R.J. Palacio, during Oc-
tober/November, for 
discussion at our 
meeting after church 
on November 26th. We 
will be obtaining 10 
copies of “Women of 
Faith”, which we are 
reading in December/
January and reviewing 
on Sunday, January 
28th. If you are inter-
ested in reading this 
book, please contact 
Mary Sarginson 
and make sure you re-
ceive a copy. We look 
forward to having eve-
ryone interested join 
us after church on No-
vember 26th.  

TRUSTEES REPORT 
Below is a list of items that need 
to be repaired and the reasons 
behind the repairs: 
 
The original copper sheathing on 
the roof (Main Street side en-
trance) detoriated with age and 
needed to be replaced as it was a 
potential safety hazard. 
 
BOYLE HOUSE 
We own the Boyle House and are 
responsible for its’ upkeep.  Since 
the building is designated histori-
cal there are protocols which 
must be followed.  The front 
stairs are rotting and need to be 
replaced as this is a safety hazard 
and all the windows need replac-
ing  following the guidelines for a 
designated historical building.   
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MINI SALE 

On Friday October 27, we held a “Mini Sale” prior to the Folk 
Concert and during intermission.  It was very successful with al-

most $500 in sales!  
 
 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
Wilma Cade is hosting a Bible Study at St. 
Paul’s each Friday at 1:00pm.   
Wilma reviews the weekly lectionary 
readings providing insight into the life 
and times of the Old Testament Hebrews 
and the early Christian church in the 
New Testament. It provides the oppor-
tunity to explore our faith and how these 
stories are relevant even today.   We will 
be reconvening in the New Year, hope to 
see everyone in 2018! 

DID YOU BEAT THE BLUES????? 
What better way to spend a Friday evening, then dancing and singing to amazing mu-
sic, playing games, bidding on Silent Auction items, enjoying great food and awesome 
fellowship.    Thank you to the organizers of our BEAT THE BLUES evening! 
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FOOD CUPBOARD 
A BIG THANK YOU to the staff and students at Grenoble Public 
School who hosted a Food Drive for St. Paul’s food cupboard.  
Your donations of canned goods will definitely help!! 
 
Please remember the Food Cupboard when you are grocery 
shopping.  We 
are always in  
need of 
canned pasta, 
tuna, soups, 
Kraft Dinner 
and individual 
pudding cups.  
In October we 
handed out 90 
bags of food 
and 115 bags 
of food in No-
vember! 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
On Sunday November 5, 2017 we celebrated our 189th Anniversary! 
 
Did you know…. 
 
In 1831 John Elliott’s house became too small to house the congrega-
tions so they moved to his son William’s house. 
 
In 1840 a brick Church was built on Queen Street, the building remains 
today 
 
In 1884 the congregation outgrew the brick building! 
 
In 1885 a new building was built -  St. Paul’s! 
 
In 1904 the  interior of the Church was repainted by Harmsworth’s, 
making it more beautiful then the original interior 
 
1929 saw additional growth as the new Sunday School  
Cornerstone was  laid 
 
In 2018 we will be celebrating  
an amazing 190 years! 

FROM OUR SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 

 

Samuel 
wearing 
his Hal-
loween 
Costume 
for all to 
enjoy! 
 
 

 

  

 ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH  

   30 MAIN STREET SOUTH 

   BRAMPTON, ON  

   L6W 2C4 

 

St. Paul’s United Church  

“A Station in Living Faith”  

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
 

 
 Lynda Terry celebrated her 75th birthday  with a “surprise” party thrown by her family on October 22! 
 
 
 HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Jean Tufts and Greta Lawson who celebrat-

ed 90 and 91 years in November   
 
 Congratulations to Jim and Lorna Gougeon who celebrated their 

64th Wedding Anniversary in October  
 
 Happy 30th Wedding Anniversary to Lynda and Erik Liscio and Liz 

and George Rammos.  Both couples were married at St. Paul’s on 
November 14 at 2:30pm and 5:30pm! 

  
 Happy “special milestone” Birthday to Molly Ramnarine 
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26 

Baptism Sunday 
 
 
 
 

Book Club  
11:30am 

27 28 
Circle of Friends 
Potluck 12 noon 
Sanderson Hall 

29 30  DEC 1 

 
 

 

2 

Breakfast Club 
8:30am 
Sanderson Hall 

3 
Advent 1 - HOPE 

Communion 
Sunday 
 
Retirement Par-
ty for Tina 

4 5 6 7 8 

 
9 

10 
Advent 2 - PEACE 

White Gift  
Sunday 

11 12 

Circle of Friends 
Christmas Lunch 
12 noon 
Sanderson Hall 

13 14 15 

 
16 

17 
Advent 3 -  JOY 

Lessons and 
Carols 
 

 18 19 20 21 
 

Deborah Unit  
10:30am 
Four Seasons 
All are Welcome 

22 23 

24 

CHRISTMAS 
SUNDAY 
Advent 4 - LOVE 

10:00am Ser-
vice 
 
CHRISTMAS 
EVE 
7:00pm Family 
Service 
10:00pm Com-
munion Service 
 

25 
CHRISTMAS 
DAY 
 
 

26 

 
 

27 
 

 

28 
 
 

29 30 

31 

Year End Sun-
day Service 
 
NEW YEARS EVE 
 
 

JAN  1 

NEW YEARS 
DAY 
 
 

2 
 
 

3    

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2017 


